8 a 8 Ea 22a eee SaaS 


The 


Lutheran 


In this issue: 


The Lutheran Witness 


Vol. 76, No. 5 February 26, 1957 


Contents 
People and Events 3 
Pictorial Page 
Institute on Synodical Affairs 7 


By George W. E. Nickelsburg, Jr. 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


The Dead Sea Scrolls 8 
By Alfred von Rohr Sauer 
Professor of Old Testament 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


WITNESS Comments 10 
Loose Leaves 11 
Youth Survey Report 12 
Your Synod 14 
The Psalter 16 
Lutheran Customs 16 
What’s the Answer? iy 
Table of Duties 18 
Daily Bible Readings 18 
Lutheran Hour Observance 19 
The LUTHERAN WITNESS, 1882—-1957 20 
Reviews, Notices 21 
Letters 23 


The Lutheran Witness 


Official Organ of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


Direct all correspondence on business matters 
and changes of address of subscribers to Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Changes cannot be 
made without the old address as well as the 
new. If possible, please send address stencil 
impression from a recent issue, and note 
postal zone number for new address if city 
requires it. Three weeks’ notice required. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler, Editor 
Martin W. Mueller, Managing Editor 
Harriet E. Schwenk, Editorial Assistant 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS 


Arthur W. Klinck Alfred von Rohr Sauer 

Otto E. Sohn Reuben C. Baerwald 

Albert W. Galen Lewis C. Niemoeller 
John M. Runge 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Elmer A. Kettner Alfred P. Klausler 
Elmer F. Kraemer Mabel Warnke 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


Lewis W. Spitz, chairman; Erwin L. Lueker, 
secretary; Paul W. Lange; Louis P. Lochner; 
Omar Stuenkel; Leon Wengert; Roland Wie- 
deraenders, 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
February 26, 1957, Vol. LXXVI, No.5 


Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing 
House, O. A. Dorn, General Manager, 23558 
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. Subscrip- 
tion: $1.75 a year, strictly in advance. Entered 
as second-class matter at the Post Office at 
St. Louis, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of post- 
age provided for in Section 1103, Act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 5, 1918. 


PRINTED IN U.5. A. 


Fishing for Men in a Fishing Village 


HOW A NEW MISSION IS BORN 


Recently the Southern District started 
a new congregation in the Houma area 
of Louisiana, about 50 miles below 
New Orleans, in the center of an oil- 
producing area. It also has a seafood 
processing and packing plant, two 
sugar refineries, two raw-fur companies, 
and five shipbuilding firms. Approx- 
imately 600 small ships, trawlers, and 
boats are engaged in shrimping and 
fishing from this base. 


Often called “The Venice of Amer- 
ica,’ Houma is interlaced with pic- 
turesque bayous and canals quaintly 
reminiscent of those in Italy and 
France. Houma is probably the only 
city in the world able to boast that 
every one of its property owners has 
an interest in a gas well. The land- 
owners of Houma lease their property 
for drilling and receive royalties paid 
to individual owners. The Terrebonne 
Parish, in which Houma is located, has 
a population of about 50,000. 

For a number of years a group of 


Christians in this area had been askin 
for services. Some were members ¢ 
Lutheran churches in New Orleans. A 
Secretary of Missions in the Souther: 
District I received a letter from thos 
interested in beginning a Lutheran mis 
sion in Houma. Sixteen people attendes 
the first meeting. Hearing their plea 
and seeing their enthusiasm, I encour 
aged them to form a congregation an 
ask the District for assistance. 

Rev. Julius Bush, who serves a sub 
sidized congregation in New Orleans 
now conducts services in Houma. 


At a meeting in Houma on Janu 
ary 27 the Lutherans in the area; thi 
Visitor, Rev. Gustav Gatzke; and thi 
District’s Executive Secretary resolve 
to ask for a candidate this spring ant 
also to include in our work a missiol 
station in Morgan City, about 30 mile 
away, where the famous Shrimp Fes 
tival is held each spring. 


4 
O. H. REINBOTH, Executive Secretar. 


Southern District 


THE COVER 


The Missouri Synod’s mission in 
the Irelya Western Highlands of 
New Guinea marked a milestone on 
January 6, when the first class of 
-catechumens received Holy Baptism. 
The church’s missionaries worked 
eight years before the first fruits 
were harvested. Revs. Willard Burce 
and Victor Heinicke baptized 79 
men, women, and children in family 
groups. 

The catechumens — instructed for 
more than five years —had given 
ample testimony to their faith in 
Christ and their knowledge of God’s 
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Word and will. The church in Enga- 
land — long awaited by the mission 
staff —is now a reality. Between 
9,000 and 10,000 Engas from all 
parts of the mission field came to 
witness the baptisms. 

Rey. H. P. Freund, a pioneer mis- 
sionary of the Wabag field and at 
present serving the mission of the 
Australian sister church at Minyamy, 
was the guest speaker. 

At Synod’s various mission sta- 
tions in New Guinea there are 850 
catechumens, some of whom will be 
baptized in the near future. 


nior College Electoral Board 
alls Seven Professors 


The Electoral Board of Concordia 
nior College, Fort Wayne, on Jan- 
ry 30 called seven professors and 
pointed one instructor to its faculty. 
e names of the men called and 
» subjects they are to teach are on 
ge 21. Herbert Nuechterlein was ap- 
inted instructor in music. 

Twenty men and one woman (assist- 
t librarian) have now been called or 
pointed to the staff of the new school. 
the current calls are all accepted, 
: teaching and administrative staff will 
91 per cent complete, Dr. Martin J. 
eb, president of the Senior College, 
yorted to the WITNESS. 

In the election of the additional 
1ior College faculty members, Eng- 
1 District President Hugo Kleiner, 
1irman of the Board for Higher Ed- 
ation, and Dr. Samuel Roth, as a 
mber, cast two votes on behalf of 
+ Board; Drs. A. H. Grumm and 
lter Lichtsinn, for the Praesidium 
Synod, two; Dr. Ottomar Krueger, 
‘the Central District, one; the Board 
Control of Concordia Senior College, 
> collective vote. 

Eight additional teachers will be 
juired when the college receives its 
l complement of students (440) in 
Mtember 1958. 


apt. Uffelman, U.S. Attaché, 
spelled by Soviets 


One of the two U.S. military at- 
Ihés whom the Soviet Government 
pelled February 7 for taking pictures 
Leningrad of “a building of de- 
se significance,” according to Soviet 
irges quoted in an AP dispatch from 
»scow, is Marine Corps Captain Paul 
Uffelman of Fort Wayne, son of 
*d W. Uffelman, principal of Em- 
us Lutheran School, Fort Wayne, 
1 brother of Rev. Rupert F. Uffel- 
n, South Bend, Ind., and Donald W. 
elman, principal of Mount Calvary 
theran School, Brentwood, Mo. 
it was thought the action on the part 
ithe Soviets was “retaliation for the 
st of alleged Soviet spies in the U.S. 
| the deportation of Soviet diplo- 
s,”’ the AP account said. 
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Mrs. Koppelmann Honored as 
“Woman of Achievement” 


Mrs. Herman Koppelmann was one 
of the group of ten whom the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat honored as ‘Women 
of Achievement” in its second series of 
annual awards. The women were chosen 
by a “blue-ribbon group of distinguished 


ST, LOUIS GLOBE-DEM 
“Woman of Achievement” 


citizens picked by the newspaper.” Mrs. 
Koppelmann was the only woman 
selected in the category of “home- 
maker.” 

She is the mother of three adopted 
children: David, 16, and Dal, 15, who 
are students at St. Paul’s College, Con- 
cordia, Mo., and Bill, 13, a pupil at 
Missouri School for the Blind. Bill has 
been blind since birth. 

Richard H. Amberg, publisher of 
the Globe-Democrat, who presented 
the citation inscribed on a silver bowl, 
commended her for “the basic prin- 
ciples of Christian living deep in her 
heart.” : 
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PEOPLE and EVENTS 


Her husband is Assistant Executive 
Secretary of Synod’s Board for Mis- 
sions in Foreign Countries. 


Dr. Bertermann Outlines 
Reasons for Paid Broadcasts 
in Address to NRB 


Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, director 
of Overseas Operations for The Lu- 
theran Hour, was one of the main 
speakers and panel leaders at the 14th 
annual meeting of the National Reli- 
gious Broadcasters, convening in 
Washington, D. C., January 30 and 31. 

In his address entitled “Basic Prin- 
ciples in Religious Broadcasting,” 
Dr. Bertermann said the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica has promoted the concept that all 
religious broadcasting should be done 
on a sustaining basis, with the stations 
donating the time. Evangelical reli- 
gious broadcasters have feared the 
NCCC proposal would seriously curtail 
programs with a fundamental Chris- 
tian message. 

Members of the NRB represent or- 
ganizations spending more than 
$10,000,000 annually on TV and radio. 

Dr. Bertermann presented the fol- 
lowing reasons for the continuation of 
the present broadcasting procedures: 
(1) the freedom to buy and sell is a 
fundamental American principle; (2) a 
ban of the type urged by the NCCC 
would impose unfair restraint on 
religious broadcasting in comparison 
with that allowed on commercial 
products; (3) the use of both paid and 
free time results in a much larger 
amount of time allotted for religious 
broadcasting; (4) purchase of time 
gives the church more direct control of 
the contents of the program; (5) paid 
time usually results in more advanta- 
geous time slots; (6) in many foreign 
countries the only way to get on the 


-air is to buy time; and (7) the vital 


question of conscience in presenting 


“a positive proclamation of Bible 
truth” cannot be ignored. 
The NRB convention voted that 


Dr. Bertermann’s address was a defini- 
tive statement of their position in this 
matter and should be printed and sent 
to all radio and TV stations in the U. S. 
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For services dedicating 

_ Heritage Hall, St, Paul's 
Church, Fort Wayne, Jan- 

wary 6—13, three choirs 
of 180 voices sang. Joined — 

to the church edifice by © 
two cloisters and con- 
nected with the school 
building across the street 

by an underground tun- 

nel, Heritage Hall pro- 
vides classrooms, offices, 

and a_ chapel-assembly 
room, More than 2,000 a 
members of the 120-year- 
old parish oversubscribed 
a $450,000 campaign for 
the new structure. 
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In its 712-year history, Re- 
deemer Lutheran Church, 
Peoria, Ill., has confirmed 
228 adults. The picture 
shows 43 adults confirmed 
December 30; 19 of the 
group were baptized and 
also 15 of their children. 
Rev. Theo. W. Teyler, left, 


The publication of the 
Arndt-Gingrich ‘“Greek- 
English Lexicon of the 
New Testament” was an- 
nounced at the meeting 

' of the Society for Biblical 
Literature and Exegesis, : 
Union Theological Semi- ~— 
nary, New York, Left to — 
right: Dr. Bruce Metzger, 
Princeton Seminary; Dr. — 
W. F. Gingrich, coeditor; _ 
and Dr. M. H. Scharle- 
mann. See “Witness,” 
January 29, p. 7. — 
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Jrges Rearrangement of 
ural Parishes 


Dr. Elwin W. Mueller, secretary of 
1¢ National Lutheran Council’s rural 
nurch program, said at Palos Park, IIl., 
lat America’s rural churches will stay 
ive only if there is a “radical rear- 
ingement of their parish structure.” 
le was chairman of a two-day meeting 
tended by 40 pastors, farmers, farm- 
rganization leaders, economists, so- 
ologists, and theologians, who dis- 
issed the changing farm scene and its 
lation to churches. 

Rural Lutheran churches in Illinois 
ave outpaced their city cousins in 
‘owth during the last five years. In 
‘eas of static or declining population 
iral churches gained 18% in mem- 
ership, while city churches in areas 
f 6% population increase gained 3%. 


utheran Honored as 
Polio Mother of the Year” 
3 Nebraska 


Mrs. Rudolph Borck, member of 
rinity Lutheran Church, Fremont, 
ebr., was named the 1957 “Polio 
lother of the Year” for Nebraska by 
ie state March of Dimes organization. 
rom a wheel chair Mrs. Borck runs 
>r household and takes an active part 
_ church and community activities. 
The picture shows the mother with 
sr five children: Marva, 14; Judy 
nn, 11; Rodney, 8; Byron, 7; and 
yy, 2. In 1949 with her then two- 
eek-old son Byron, Mrs. Borck was 
ricken with polio the day after Byron 
as baptized in Trinity Church by 
ev. Victor Hoffmann. After five 
onths of hospitalization in Omaha, 
Irs. Borck, still paralyzed from the 
aist down, returned home, but Byron 
mained in the hospital several more 
onths. He has a partially withered 
ght hand and arm. 

In presenting the award for 1957, 
ed B. Hughes of Seward, state chair- 
an of the March of Dimes, said 
Irs. Borck’s story “is one of supreme 
yurage and determined triumph over 
andicaps and crippling that would 
ave caused those of a weaker spirit 
) give up long ago.” 

A devout Christian, Mrs. Borck 
veaks in glowing terms of the pre- 
ailing power of prayer. “I never look 
ackwards, always forward. I forget 
fe’s trials and remember only its 
iumphs,” she stated. 

One New Year’s Day, illness struck 
ie housekeeper whom the family em- 
; yed after the mother’s return from 
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the hospital. Since no replacement 
could be found for the housekeeper, 
Mrs. Borck took over and has con- 
tinued. “I see the hand of God in that 
as well as in everything else that has 
happened in my life. It was God’s way 
of telling me I could manage the 
house.” 

The radiance of her personality is 
exemplified in the name of her two- 
year-old daughter Joy, born after the 
mother was paralyzed. 

Mr. Borck is merchandise control 
manager at Gamble’s Warehouse in 
Fremont. 


“Polio Mother of the Year” 
for Nebraska 


Hungarian Refugees Fill 
Austrian Camps 


In mid-January there were 150,000 
Hungarian refugees in Austria. Of 
these, an estimated 5 per cent to 10 
per cent are members of the Lutheran 
Church of Hungary. The refugees are 
scattered in temporary shelters. Food, 
clothing, bedding, medicines, dishes, 
and supplies, which Synod’s Board of 
World Relief is helping to furnish, are 
being sent as best as circumstances will 
allow. The weather is cold, and the 
countryside covered with snow. 

Under the over-all direction of the 
Lutheran World Federation, Depart- 
ment of World Service, arrangements 
have been made to search out Lutheran 


refugees and to serve them spiritually. 


At least eight Lutheran Hungarian- 
speaking pastors; 20 deacons from the 
Lutheran Church in Austria; and dea- 
conesses from Germany, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway serve at the 
various camps and in_ the cities 
housing Hungarian refugees. 
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Safety Engineer Calls for 
“Realistic Approach” to 
Church Fires 


Horatio Bond, chief engineer of the 
National Fire Protection Association, 
said church fires can be avoided or 
quickly controlled if proper precautions 
are taken. Since 1952, he said, the loss 
from church fires in the U. S. has never 
run less than $12,000,000 annually. In 
1954 there was a $17,300,000 loss from 
4,300 church fires. 

The highest percentage of these fires, 
he claims, was caused by defective 
heating systems. The next-largest num- 
ber was incendiary in origin. The third- 
largest cause was overloading of elec- 
trical wiring and short circuits. 

Fires in churches will dwindle to the 
vanishing point, Mr. Bond stated, when 
authorities responsible for building the 
edifices insist that architects avoid cer- 
tain well-known “fire traps” in church 
design. The worst of these traps he 
listed as wooden roof decks and hidden 
space between outside walls and deco- 
rative interior walls, through which 
‘‘a fire rushes as efficiently as if it were 
going up a chimney.” 


Former Japanese Pilot Tours 
U.S. as Christian Missionary 


Former Capt. Mitsuo Fuchida, who 
as a pilot in the Japanese Navy led the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, left 
Tokyo in December to tour the U.S. 
as a Christian missionary. 

Converted after the war, the 54-year- 
old evangelist is a member of the Sky 
Pilots of America, a group which aims 
to interest boys in Christian work 
through their love of airplanes and 
which trains young men to become fly- 
ing missionaries. 

In 1953 Mr. Fuchida studied the or- 
ganization of Sky Pilots in America. 
Upon his return to Japan he launched 
an evangelistic campaign among his 
fellow countrymen. 

Before the Pearl Harbor attack he 
trained 360 pilots for a month and 
a half. As he attacked, he said years 
later, he was filled with love of his 
country and hatred of Americans, “but 
there was no real joy in my heart.” 

Mr. Fuchida also led an attack on 
Darwin, Australia, and bombed Trin- 
comali, Ceylon. He suffered two broken 
legs while he was on an aircraft carrier 
bombed by the U.S. forces at Midway. 
In August 1945 he was scheduled for 
a suicide mission against Guam, but the 
war ended. He was later tried as a war 
criminal and acquitted. 


AT THE 95th BIRTHDAY DINNER FOR DR. JULIUS A. FRIEDRICH 


L. to-r.: His son, Paul Friedrich; Dr. H. Harms, Dr. Friedrich, Rev. P. A. Hansen, 
Dr. J. T. Mueller, Rev. W. Gnuse, Dr. F. Niedner, Dr. A. H. Grumm, Dr. J. W. Behnken, 


and Dr. L. Blankenbuehler. 
was founded. 


Expanded Program for 
Children’s Literature Developed 
by Conference at CPH 


A new program of reviewing books 
for Synod’s young people and for 
school libraries was outlined by mem- 
bers of the Young People’s Literature 
Board, according to an announcement 
made by Dr. O. A. Dorn, general 
manager of Concordia Publishing 
House, in co-operation with the chil- 
dren’s book departments of the two 
teacher-training institutions of Synod 
and of Valparaiso U. The meeting was 
held in St. Louis on January 25. 

The group plans to keep abreast of 
all new publications in the field of 
children’s literature and to recommend 
only those of the highest quality. 
Between 1,400 and 1,500 books for 
children are published each year. 


Seated around the table are: Miss 
Renata Koschmann, Concordia Teach- 
ers College, Seward, Nebr.; Dr. Dorn; 
Paul Struessel, merchandise buyer for 
CPH; Delbert F. Pranschke, A. H. 
Stellhorn, Dr. J. T. Mueller, Rev. A. 
Herpolsheimer, Jack Middendorf — 
these last five are members of Synod’s 
Young People’s Literature Board; Dr. 
John Choitz, Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, River Forest, Ill; E. H: Rup- 
recht, principal, Immanuel School, 
Valparaiso, Ind.; Prof. Palmer Cza- 
manske, Valparaiso U.; and Lowell 
Hake, Retail Sales Department, CPH. 
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Conference at CPH for developing program for children’s literature 


Dr. Friedrich has been a reader of the WITNESS since it 


Publishing House Directors 
Honor R. C. Obermann 


Richard C. Obermann, for 23 years 
a member of the Board of Directors of 
Concordia Publishing House, was re- 
cently honored at a dinner marking his 


Richard C. Obermann 


retirement as chairman of the Board, 
a position he held since 1939. 


Alfred T. Leimbach, his successor as 
chairman, presented to Mr. Obermann 
a citation expressing the Board’s grati- 
tude for his leadership in the “ministry 
of the printed word” and for his “very 
real contribution” to the growth of 
CPH. He will continue to be a member 
of the Board. 
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Briefly Told 


@ This Day has received the “Maga 
zine of the Year” award from thi 
Evangelical Press Association at t 
annual meeting of the association i 
Cincinnati. 
Rev. Henry Rische has been edit 
of This Day since the magazine wai 
founded eight years ago. | 


The Evangelical Press award is mad: 
to the religious periodical which durin 
the year “has most distinguished itsel 
in makeup, reader appeal, and dedica 
tion to purpose.” 


© A total of 2,847,313 pounds o 
clothing was contributed by U.S. Lu 
therans in response to the 1956 Thanks. 
giving Clothing Appeal of Lutheras 
World Relief. The amount was 20% 
higher than that collected in the pre 
ceding year. A shipment of 785,44¢ 
pounds of food and clothing valued a 
$243,156 was sent to Austria by LWR 
with most of the supplies destined fo: 
distribution among Hungarian refugee; 
there. In December LWR_ shippec 
3,463 tons of food, clothing, bedding 
and sewing equipment to eight coun 
tries of Asia and Europe at an esti 
mated value of $1,753,945. 


@ A new Lutheran mission openec 
recently at beautiful Lake Arroubal 
in San Bernardino County, California 
Originally the mission was intended fot 
vacationers, but there are 25,000 people 
living in the area. The first service 
drew 189. The average attendance dur. 
ing the non-vacation period has beer 
around 50. 


@ The Church of the Covenant. 
Maple Heights, Ohio, set a goal of 
$100,000 for its Sunday School Expan- 
sion Fund. Within 10 days the goal 
was surpassed by $15,730. More than 
150 canvassers, who started the cam- 
paign in November, approached mem- 
bers of the congregation for pledges 
that would spread over three years, 
Work on the two-story, 16-classroom 
Auping-Oehlschlaeger Memorial Edu- 
cational Wing will begin this spring. 
Rev. Cyril M. Wismar is the pastor. 


® “While religion is booming,” the 
Washington Religious Report for De 
cember 6 states, “ministers are still al 
or near the bottom of the professional 
pay scale, according to a United Press 
survey. Clergymen on the whole are 
earning even less than schoolteachers, 
the survey indicated.” The census 
showed a median income for a clergy: 
man in 1949 of $2,412, but even sub- 
stantial increases since then have not 
kept pace with the rising cost of living 
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Rey. R. C. Muhly lecturing on steward- 
ship to a section of the fourth-year class 


Devotions were conducted each 
morning in the seminary chapel 


Synod’s Officials Conduct Institute at St. Louis Seminary 


An Institute on Synodical Affairs, 
onducted January 29 to February 1, 
rought to the campus of Concordia 
eminary, St. Louis, practically all the 
fficials of The Lutheran Church — 
Aissouri Synod, who in a lecture series 
9 the students covered nearly every 
hase and area of synodical activity. 

During those four days the students 
ttended 16 sessions of lectures and dis- 
ussions in which the synodical officials 
nd their aids discussed the relation of 
he church to the individual congrega- 
ion and pastor. The institute, a feature 
hich will be repeated next year, was 
esigned primarily to aid the future 
astors in availing themselves in their 
linistry and their future congregations 
10re fully of the many services which 
ynod offers. Why the need? 


MUCH WATER HAS PASSED under the 
ridge since our Lutheran forefathers 
rst set foot on the banks of the Mis- 
issippi some 118 years ago. Our church 
as grown from a small band of hardy 
ioneers to a mighty Synod embracing 
10re than two million souls. Our edu- 
ational system, once housed in a small, 
ne-room log cabin, has expanded into 

wide network of parochial schools, 
olleges, a university, preparatory 
schools, and seminaries, spread over 
ne United States, Canada, South Amer- 
sa, Asia, and Africa. Expansion... 
irowth .. . Development . . . the by- 
words of the age. Other church bodies 
an tell a similar story. The church of 
esus Christ is beyond the stage of 
welve apostles plus seventy, and a 
oard of seven to “wait on tables.” 
But, as so often happens under such 
ircumstances, the average person is 
“ft behind. We have become an age 
f specialists, and we have a difficult 
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time in reaching beyond our own little 
sphere of specialized knowledge. This 
is particularly true when we speak of 
the work of our church. Long ago our 
Synod outstripped the ability of the 
average man to keep abreast of the 
workings of this complex church body. 
Nor has this been confined to the laity 
of Synod. 

It has long been recognized that the 
average seminary student preparing for 
service in the Missouri Synod ought to 
know more about this organization 
within whose ranks he will serve the 
Lord of the church. This fact has been 
expressed at various times by the stu- 
dents themselves as well as by pastors 
and professors. In the institute the offi- 
cials of Synod, together with the stu- 
dents and the faculty of the St. Louis 
seminary, made a sincere attempt to 
diminish this retarding factor within 
our church. 


IN ADDITION TO THE DAILY LECTURES, 
given by some 40 men, students at- 
tended presentations by the Visual Aids 
Department of Concordia Publishing 
House. Filmstrips, slides, and films 
were discussed and previewed. At open 
forums in the evenings, Drs. W. A. 
Kramer and C. S. Meyer discussed 
“Human Relations”; a panel including 
Drs. A. H. Grumm, H. A. Harms, A. O. 
Fuerbringer, and Prof. H. J. A. Bou- 
man discussed “The Missouri Synod 
and Other Lutheran Churches.” 


The chapel speakers for the week 


were: Dr. Hoffmann, Dr. Harms, Rev. 
R. C. Muhly, and Dr. Grumm. The in- 
stitute was arranged by a synodical 
committee composed of Dr. H. A. 
Mayer, Rev. J. E. Herrmann, and Dr. 
A. L. Miller, working in conjunction 
with a seminary committee of Deans 
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A. C. Repp, L. C. Wuerffel, and Dr. 
R. R. Caemmerer. 

What were the results and reactions? 
Almost all the students felt that their 
participation had been beneficial. Stu- 
dents were free with their evaluations, 
generally along constructive lines. Clear 
thinking, combined with a careful anal- 
ysis of reactions, will do much toward 
making our future pastors aware of the 
relationship between them and their 
church. 


THE INSTITUTION OF SUCH A VENTURE 
is only a beginning. The Missouri Synod 
and its many offices have been estab- 
lished to carry out, in various ways, the 
great twofold task of the church — 
missions and education. However, ed- 
ucation is not limited to the Gospel 
in the narrow sense. Every Christian 
should learn as much as he can, not 
only about God and His Word but also 
about the ways in which the Lord’s 
work may be accomplished here on 
earth to enable him better to serve in 
the work of the Lord, and also to make 
constructive suggestions for its im- 
provement and facilitation. 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod exists only by fiat of her con- 
gregations and, in turn, of her individ- 
ual members. By no means is the work 
of this church a one-way affair. Thus 
everything possible should be done to 
encourage and effect a strengthening of 
a two-way system of mutual education 
in the carrying out of the affairs of the 
King. An institute such as took place 
in St. Louis could on a smaller scale 
be arranged on the pastoral and con- 
gregational level. Such institutes could 
create informed church members and 
further the Kingdom of our Lord. 


GEORGE W. E. NICKELSBURG, JR. 
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The so-called Genesis Scroll, an 
Aramaic version of parts of Gen- 
esis, interwoven with stories and 
legends about the lives of the 
patriarchs. 


TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED since the 
first leather manuscripts of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were discovered in a cave 
near the Dead Sea in Palestine. It 
seems advisable to review at this time 
the effect these scrolls have had on our 
study of the Bible and the impact they 
have made on the Christian religion. 
Scholars have proposed some very 
imaginative theories concerning the in- 
fluence of the Dead Sea Scrolls on the 
New Testament. It is well to re-examine 
these views in the light of new studies 
and additional discoveries. 


Original Discovery 


It was in February 1947 that an Arab 
goatherd chanced to come upon a cave 
near the northern end of the Dead Sea. 
In the cave he found earthen jars con- 
taining quite a number of parchments, 
that is, animal skins sewed together to 
form scrolls, with writing on them. 
One of the scrolls proved to be a He- 
brew copy of the complete Book of 
Isaiah, measuring 24 feet long by 10 
inches, which quite probably was writ- 
ten about 100 B.C. This scroll was of 
great importance because it is the oldest 
copy of any book of the Bible that we 
possess. 
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AFTER TEN YEARS 


Most of the other scrolls were the 
sacred writings of an ascetic Jewish 
community of about 200 people who 
lived in the monastery of Qumran from 
about 100 B.C. to A. D. 68. Scholars 
seem to be agreed that this group was 
a community of the Essenes, who to- 
gether with the Pharisees and Sadducees 
constituted the three leading Jewish 
parties just before and just after the 
time of our Lord. 


Four Important Scrolls 


This sacred literature on which many 
scholars have fixed their attention com- 
prises mainly four scrolls. (1) The 
Manual of Discipline is the rule book 
of the group, which lists the require- 
ments for entry and lays down the laws 
that apply to its members. (2) The 
Habakkuk Commentary is a verse-by- 
verse interpretation of the first two 
chapters of the Biblical Book of Habak- 
kuk. (3) The War Scroll outlines the 
plans for a great battle between the 
Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness. 
(4) The Thanksgiving Psalms include 
about 20 hymns, composed after the 
pattern of the Biblical psalms. All four 
scrolls are now the property of the 
government of Israel and will be placed 
in a special museum called “The Shrine 
of the Book.” 


Additional Discoveries 


During the last ten years at least 
ten additional caves, containing manu- 
scripts, pottery fragments, and coins, 
have been found along the western 
shore of the Dead Sea. Of these, 
Cave 4 deserves special notice because 
it contained fragments or sections of 
every Old Testament book except the 
Book of Esther. Because of recent un- 
settled conditions in the Near East the 
contents of Cave 4 were removed from 
the Palestine Archaeological Museum 
in Jerusalem and stored in a special 
vault in Amman, the capital of Jordan. 
It will be possible, however, for an 
international team of scholars to pub- 
lish a large proportion of this material 
from available photographs. 

Great curiosity has centered on the 
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materials in Cave 11. Although its 
precise contents have not been divulged, 
they are known to include two com- 
plete scrolls. According to latest re- 
ports, the entire contents of this cave 
will be sold in one package if the sug- 
gested price is satisfactory. 


Significance of the Scrolls for the O. T. 


The significance of all these materials 
from the Dead Sea caves lies chiefly 
in two areas: Old Testament textual 
studies and New Testament faith and 
life. In the area of the Old Testament 
the scrolls demonstrate that the sacred 
texts of the Bible have been transmitted 
to us with a remarkable degree of ac- 
curacy. Our printed Hebrew text of 
the book of the prophet Isaiah is based 
on a manuscript, now in Leningrad, 
written about A.D. 900. Presumably 
the text of the new Isaiah Scroll from 
the Dead Sea was written about 100 
B. C., which makes it a thousand years 
older. . 

What changes are evident after a 
thousand years of transmission? Amaz- 
ingly few! The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion adopted 13 so-called variant read- 
ings from the new Isaiah Scroll, and 
another half dozen have been suggested 
by Old Testament scholars. Actually, 
however, these changes are of a very 
technical nature and of interest chiefly 
to the specialist. The average Christian 
reader may thus be assured that the 
text of the Old Testament which he has 
before him is essentially the one which 
our Lord Himself must have used. 


For the New Testament 


In the area of New Testament 
and literature the scrolls have sho 
that there is a distinct similarity be 
tween the religious beliefs and practice: 
of the Qumran community and those 
of the early New Testament church. 

It was pointed out very early, fot 
instance, that the leader of the Dead 
Sea group, the so-called Teacher 
Righteousness, bore a marked resem 
blance to our Lord Jesus Christ. A re 
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Map shows where the discoveries 
were made 


divine being who had become man, 
vho was put to death by his enemies, 
nd whose resurrection from the dead 
vas anticipated. 

From this suggestion a number of 
ensationally-minded American writers 
irew the unwarranted conclusion, and 
ave it wide publicity, that the doctrines 
f the incarnation, the vicarious suffer- 
ag, and the resurrection of Jesus were 
ot new and unique, but were simply 
orrowed from the teachings of the 
Jumran community, which were al- 
eady being taught a century earlier. 

Other less radical students of the 
crolls have been quick to assert that 
he evidence for. the deity of the 
‘eacher of Righteousness as well as 
or his hoped-for resurrection is sub- 
ct to considerable question. And it 
as been correctly pointed out that the 
haracter of Jesus will remain unique, 
ven though there are many charac- 
sristics which He may have had in 
ommon with the Teacher of Right- 
ousness. 

Striking Similarities 

It is true that two European scholars 
iscovered no fewer than five hundred 
trikingly parallel phrases or ideas that 
re found both in the Qumran texts 


and in the New Testament. For in- 
stance, certain passages in the scrolls 
remind the reader of John the Baptist’s 
preparing the way for Christ in the 
wilderness, Paul’s emphasis on faith in 
Christ as the way to salvation, and the 
Evangelist John’s well-known division 
between the children of light and the 
children of darkness. Such similarities, 
however, do not in themselves prove 
the identity of theology in the two 
communities. A fair comparison only 
bears out the vastly more refined char- 
acter of the New Testament statements. 

Various aspects of organization in 
the Qumran community have been com- 
pared to those of the early Christian 
Church. The ruling body at Qumran 
consisted of the Many, or the Masters, 
who correspond to the congregation in 
the Christian community. Presiding 
over this body was the Overseer, who 
was the counterpart of the New Testa- 
ment bishop. An inner group of twelve 
laymen and three priests at Qumran 
calls to mind the Twelve Apostles who 
were chosen by Christ. 

Significantly, both groups followed 
the practice of pooling their property 
for the benefit of the community. At 
Qumran, membership in the group was 
contingent upon such sharing of goods, 
while in Christianity the sharing was 
done according to the voluntary deci- 
sion of the individual. Dishonesty in 
revealing one’s true economic status 
was punishable both at Qumran and in 
the early church. That the more severe 
penalty was in effect among the Chris- 
tians is shown by the sudden deaths of 
Ananias and Sapphira. Being angry 
with a brother without a cause, talking 
to him directly in the case of a griev- 
ance, refraining from public charges 
against him unless these could be vali- 
dated by other parties, were known to 
both groups. 


Alleged Similarities 


The similarities between the Christian 
sacraments and the sacred rites of the 
Qumran group are not so great as the 
conjectures of some recent writers 
would lead us to believe. There are 
references to ritual washings and re- 
pentance in the Dead Sea literature, 
but they include no precise statements 
indicating a resemblance to Christian 
baptism. It is to be noted that these 
washings were repeated daily at Qum- 
ran. There was a sacred meal involving 
bread and wine and calling for the 
stretching forth of hands and a blessing 
on the part of the leader, but none of 
the other essential elements of the 
eucharistic ritual are suggested in the 
cave literature. It would seem that both 
of these sacred rites at Qumran had 
a closer orientation to the Old Testa- 
ment cultus than to the New Testament 
sacraments. 


Recent Evaluations 


More recently, some very significant 
distinctions have been noted between 
the early church and the ascetic group 
that lived near the caves. The attention 
of scholars has been fixed not merely 
on the contemporary Teacher of Right- 
eousness at Qumran, but also on a 
series of three figures who were ex- 
pected in the future: a prophet, a 
priestly messiah, and a kingly messiah. 
In this connection it has been noted 
that while the Qumran group looked 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Witness Comments 


Why Observe Lent? 


The observance of Lent is an important part 
of the life of our church. With few exceptions 
our congregations have special Lenten services. 
Many congregations use the period for an inten- 
sified mission activity. 

Why do we observe Lent? What is its purpose? 
There are two views regarding the observance of 
Lent. The one declares that Lent is a season 
during which by self-imposed religious exercises, 
and by various activities we seek to improve our 
godliness. The other declares that Lent is a sea- 
son during which, by meditating on the suffering 
and death of Christ, we learn anew the love of 
God and His blessings of forgiveness and victory 
over our shortcomings. The one places the em- 
phasis on our own efforts; the other on what the 
Lord God has done for us. 

Only the latter celebration of Lent gives the 
victory over sin, over the temptations to evil, 
over the tensions of life, over the forces of evil 
that would destroy us. Only that keeping of Lent 
which brings us a sinless Jesus, “who was made 
to be sin for us . . . that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him,” brings peace with 
God and with self and enables us to live as God’s 
children. Lent dare not be simply an exhortation 
to seek help from oneself. Lent must take us to 
Calvary for help. 


Do Something About It! 


Near the conclusion of His Sermon on the 
Mount the Lord Jesus remarked, “Whosoever 
heareth these sayings of Mine and doeth them, 
I will liken him unto a wise man which built his 
house upon a rock.” 

Hearing without doing is useless. At best it is 
a waste of time; at its worst it is a sin which dis- 
honors God and destroys faith. 

A certain teacher once expressed it thus: “Peo- 
ple who hear, but do not do, are like people who 
eat well, but whose bodies do not assimilate the 
food properly. They are educated gluttons. Where 
doing does not follow hearing, vitality must grad- 
ually die.” 

Another has put it this way: “If a sermon or 
hymn rouses you, do something about it, even 
though it were nothing else than to give a child 
a glass of water.” 

That is wise counsel provided the motivation 
for our deeds is the love of God and they are 
done in the name of Jesus. 

Every divine service is a call to repentance and 
faith. You are exhorted, for example, to guard 
your tongue from évil, to control your temper, to 
forgive the trespasses of others, as God forgives 
you. You are encouraged to trust in Him alone 
for the present life and the life to come. 

Do something about it! Be not a mere hearer, 
but also a doer of the Word. o 

And now, having read this, what will you do 
about it? 
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The Church Speaks to the State 


tA 


“The preacher should keep out of politics,” is 
a favorite dictum in our country. The traditional 
principle of the separation of church and state 
has been taken by some people to mean that the 
preacher cannot at any time speak out about the 
state or to the state. 

The church must speak out to all manner and 
conditions of men. It must speak out regarding 
all areas of human living. 

The church must instruct its members concern- 
ing its duties toward the state. Obedience in all 
things except in those that are against the com- 
mands of God, the payment of taxes, prayers for 
those in authority are among these duties. In 
a democracy these duties include the exercise of 
the franchise. Voting is not merely a privilege; 
it is also an obligation. Serving on juries or as 
tax commissioners or as school board members 
becomes a duty for some Christian citizens. The 
bearing of arms or the enforcement of laws may 
become such a duty. Service in the legislative 
chambers or within the bureaus and agencies of 
government, not to overlook the teaching in pub- 
lic schools, may become the calling of a Christian. 
The church must speak out and instruct its mem- 
bers about their obligations to the government. 

The church must also speak out regarding the 
obligations of the government to its citizens. This 
is not a mixing of church and state. The church 
has been given the function to teach. When the 
church attempts to take over the functions of 
government, then she is mixing church and state. 
When the church points out that the state has the 
obligation to foster the common welfare, she is 
speaking as the oracle of God. God has said 
that government is His servant, a servant for the 
welfare of the citizen. The church points out that 
the government should make peace the- supreme 
good for which it strives. The church can carry 
out her mission best.in times of peace. Recogniz- 
ing that there are just wars, the church will, 
nevertheless, continue to stress the function of 
government as a promoter of peace. It has the 
right to call on the government to protect its citi- 
zens. The bombing of churches and the destruc- 
tion of church property by arson may arouse 
certain church leaders to indignation and cause 
them to call loudly for the protection of respon- 
sible government. Untoward incidents, however, 
should not be the only occasions for the church 
to direct her voice to pronouncements. regarding 
the functions of government. It is the advocate 
of justice and civic righteousness. . 

This voice should be directed against corrup- 
tion and against tyranny and against neglect of 
duty. It is a voice that speaks out to the Chris-— 
tian citizen to exercise his duty as a citizen. 
Beyond that it dare not go. 

The church does not take over the functions’ 
of government; it does not assume the role of 
the policeman or the legislator. When the church 
speaks out, she must not speak with the voice of 
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the ward heeler or the peddler of political patron- 
age. Her voice cannot be the voice of a political 
party or of a partisan clique within a party. 

The function of the church is a prophetic func- 
tion. The voice of an Isaiah and of an Amos is 
heard in it; it is the voice of a Paul and a Peter. 
It is a voice that gives to Caesar the things that 
belong to him, and to God the things that belong 
to Him. 

The church speaks to the state with the voice 


loose Leaves 


of the Law. The church does not direct the Gos- 
pel to the state. It does not confuse the functions 
of the church and the state, and so it does not 
confuse Law and Gospel. 

The chief function of the church is the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. It directs the Gospel to sinners 
and invites them to come to Him who is the 
Savior of all men. However, the church may 
and should speak the Law also to the state. 


St. Louis, Mo. CARL S. MEYER 


IBRUARY 26, 1957 


“Fly, Little Eagle, Fly!” 


When the time has come for her eaglets to fly, 
the mother eagle breaks up the nest and pushes 
them out one by one. God has pushed the Mis- 
souri Synod out of its nest. We have outgrown 
our former “isolationism” which was due largely 
to our national background and origins. Today 
we are an American church in the best sense of 
the word, and better still, we are seeing our world- 
wide vision. We are still young, our wings are 
strong, and our God is calling out to us, “Fly, 
little eagle, fly!” Fly all over the world with the 
everlasting Gospel! — R. C. MUHLY as reported in 
the Montana Supplement by ALLEN SCHULDHEISS. 


Too Busy? 


1. Is it a SIN to be too busy? Laziness is ob- 
viously a sin, but what about the other extreme? 
When we allow ourselves to be so overworked 
that we are irritable to our families, unloving to 
fellow Christians, rude to non-Christian associ- 
ates, isn’t being too busy a sin? If we are too 
busy, like activist Martha, to sit at Jesus’ feet 
with Mary, aren’t we sinning? “But what I am 
doing is so important!” Yes, but is it important 
enough to alienate our family, our non-Christian 
friends, and completely neglect our Lord? 
A clever tool of our Great Enemy is to make us 
believe that full speed is a more spiritual state 
than cruising speed. About all that is accom- 
plished in ‘‘floor-boarding our accelerator” is that 
we generate too much heat in the main bearings. 
We all agree that laziness is a sin, but let’s face 
it, being too busy can also be a sin. 

2. Do we believe that God is so weak in ac- 
complishing His goals that He cannot get along 
without our most strenuous effort? It is a most 
deflating revelation to find out that we are only 
tools for a time, and replaceable tools at that. 
God uses man, but is not dependent on man. 
Christ the Lord said, “I have all power in heaven 
and on earth,” and sometimes we live as though 
Christ never revealed this truth. 

3. Are we so busy doing things FOR the Lord 
that we do not have time to spend fellowship 
quietly WITH Him? Christ is more interested in 
us than in what we do for Him. He doesn’t want 
our whittlings, He wants us. The Lord gives us 


- things to do more for what He can do in us than 


what He can do through us. It is good therapy 
for certain handicapped to sculpture in clay. It 
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is likewise good therapy for us to share in God’s 
work of conforming people into the image of 
God’s Son. But if our activities so frenzy us that 
we cannot “be still and know that I am God,” if 
we only have time for God’s work and not God, 
the activities are a liability and we have fallen 
into a subtle form of godlessness. One has said, 
“Beware of the barrenness of a busy life.” — 
Christian Medical Society Journal. 


What Is the Church? 


Not just a building with a steeple, but a living 
organism with life and breath and the Spirit. 

Not just a gallery for the display of saints, but 
a workshop for the salvation of sinners. 

Not only a reservoir for the storage of the water 
of life, but an aqueduct to bring the water of life 
into the hearts and homes of the community and 
of the world. 

Not only a bomb shelter for defense, but an 
army on the march with every face pointed toward 
the enemy. 

Not merely an army of occupation, but an 
army of conquest. 

The church is a filling station where people 
go for fuel for their main task in this world: 
witnessing. 

The church is not only a group to be served, 
but a force to be trained for active mission work. 

The church is not just a field to be plowed and 
seeded and harvested, but a team of harvest hands 
who gather in the harvest of souls. — Eastern 
District Stewardship Bulletin. 


“Mian Who Refused Blood Dies” 


The headline tells the story of an injured Char- 
lotte, N. C., man who, professing religious scruples 
about receiving a transfusion prior to surgery for 
a ruptured spleen, resisted the surgeons’ attempts 
to save his life — and died! Like him, many other 
persons have refused the life-giving blood of our 
Savior and are spiritually dead. 

But what about us? Do our hearts beat with 
the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, which 
cleanses us from all sin and makes us alive unto 
Christ? Are we so radiantly alive with this “joy 
of salvation” that we welcome every opportunity 
to invite dying souls to take advantage of the 
blessings available in God’s inexhaustible blood 
bank? Or are we so anemic that signs of spiritual 
life are difficult to find in our attitudes and acts? 
— Stewardship Bulletin of the Northwest District. 
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Committee Completes 
Three-Year Study 
of Synod’s Youth 


What are Synod’s young people like? 
Are they different from the rest of 
America’s young people? What about 
the interest of Synod’s youth in their 
church? And what about the Walther 
League, the official youth program of 
the Missouri Synod? Is the program of 
the League outmoded? 

To find the answers to these ques- 
tions and many more like them, an 
eight-man committee worked three 
years, conducting surveys of all kinds. 
The final results of the Youth Survey 
have now been collected and bound 
into an impressive volume, which will 
serve as a source book for years to 
come. The report will also guide the 
Walther League and the _ synodical 
Board for Young People’s Work in 
carrying on a Christ-centered youth 
program. 


Broad Scope of Survey 


No limitations were imposed on 
the Youth Survey Committee’s project. 
Authorized by Synod’s Board of Di- 
rectors and thé Walther League’s Exec- 
utive Board, the Committee was asked 
to investigate and report on all phases 
of youth work. $10,000 was allotted 
to cover the expenses. 
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After setting up three objectives of 
Christian youth work, the Youth Sur- 
vey Committee wanted to find out if 
these objectives were being met by the 
Walther League, by congregations and 
pastors, by all who worked with young 
people. 

The three objectives are: 


1. To help youth gain a greater 
knowledge and appreciation of Scrip- 
ture, especially as it reveals Christ, the 
Redeemer, and to teach them to apply 
its truth and examples to current Chris- 
tian living. 

2. To induct youth into active par- 
ticipation in the work of the local con- 
gregation as effective members of the 
Lutheran Church. 


3. To provide for guidance and 
training in youth work. 


Why Do You Attend 
Walther League? 


The Youth Survey Committee 
wanted to find out if the Walther 
League program helped young people 
to live more like Christians. Young 
people throughout Synod were asked 
the question: Why Do You Attend 
Walther League? Here are the answers: 
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1. To serve my Savior __......78% 
2. To increase my circle of 
Christian. friends 200° 2e22 25 74% 
3. To learn more about the 
work of my church 56% 


~4, Gives me leadership training 44% 


5. Gives me chance to dis- 
cuss my problems and op- 
portunities with other Lea- 
guers, pastor, teacher, or 
counselor 


Youth, Pastors, Congregation 


Synod’s young people pointed to con- 
gregational apathy and lack of interest 
in their Walther League societies and in 
the problems of organized youth work 
generally. Of the Leaguers surveyed, 
61% felt that the voters’ assembly and 
the educational youth committee wer 
not as interested in youth work as the 
should be. 

Synod’s pastors, however, came o 
very handsomely in the survey. 80% 
of the Leaguers said that their pastor: 
gave as much time and interest to their 
Walther League society activities 
they believed the pastor should. 

Junior Leaguers stated that the 
wished their counselors would shov 


THE LUTHERAN WIT 


more friendly interest in their prob- 
ms. The survey also indicated that 
ere was serious need for more train- 
g for counselors in youth work. 


Should Youth Support Its 
Own Program? 


Knowing that the Walther League 
equently requires financial support 
r its expanding program, the Youth 
irvey Committee delved into the 
1ancial problems of local societies. 
nce the Walther League encourages 
yung people to give proportionately 
their societies, thus also developing 
sense of Christian stewardship in the 
tal life of the church, the Committee 
ked this question: 

Should Young People Support Their 
wn Program Financially Without Any 
ssistance from Congregation, District, 


_ Synod? 

Level Yes No ? 

the local society? 55% 41% 4% 
the district level? 55% 39% 6% 
the International 
level? __.. 52% 40% 8% 


Of those who believe some financial 
tance should be given, 90% felt 
congregations should give to the 
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local society only the amount it needed 
above the amount already contributed 
by the Leaguers. The same 90% 
thought the Walther League district 
should be given a budget allotment as 
needed above the contributions of so- 
cieties. This large majority also be- 
lieved that the International Walther 
League should be given a budget allot- 
ment by Synod for use as needed above 
the contributions of societies and dis- 
tricts. 
Youth Losses 


Why are some of our young people 
lost to the church and, many times, 
to the Savior? Pastors and teachers 
replied as follows to this statement: 


Factors Accounting for Youth Losses 


Gimme mioterests ‘= 66% 
Companionship outside the 

RIS 2 eras CRS A Sane 64% 
Mixeduianmagess £208 its 42% 


Removal from home and church 

(distance) 
Quality of youth program 16% 
Failure to notify distant church _ 14% 


OCIA wali MONSt esses 11% 
Quality of church program ____. 4% 
Cac laity rapwene we N et Eh Dees 3% 
Pe ticiCmeemae seieg 43h) toh il Ot 1% 


How to Find Out 


How is the League program trans- 
mitted to our Leaguers, congregations, 
youth workers? All manner of publi- 
cations and visual aids are used. The 
Workers Quarterly, a publication for 
youth officers and their leaders, rated 
the highest, with 85% stating it was the 
most effective program-transmission 
means. The Walther League Messen- 
ger, while not essentially a program- 
transmission means, nevertheless was 
rated as 36% effective. 

The Committee asked why every 
Leaguer was not a Walther League Mes- 
senger reader. Forty-five per cent re- 
plied that its sale was not actively: pro- 
moted by the society; 26%, its con- 
tents were not interesting enough; 
22%, it cost too much; 7%, they had 
enough church literature in the home. 


The Big Question 


Frequently people say that church 
youth groups are out of date. There 
are those who say the Walther League 
has outlived its usefulness. What did 
the Youth Survey Committee find when 


it asked this question: Is the Walther ~ 


League less essential today, just as 
essential today, or more essential today? 

Only 4% said that it was less es- 
sential today; 19% replied that it was 
just as essential today. An overwhelm- 
ing 77% said that the Walther League 
was more essential today. 
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The Youth Survey Committee, com- 
menting on this finding, said, “Further 
comment is hardly necessary.” 


Commendation of Walther League 


In its summarizing statements the 
Youth Survey Committee found that 
the Walther League received the high- 
est commendation from pastors and 
Walther League leaders and members. 
The Committee stated that a much 
more intensive membership-recruitment 
effort must be initiated and maintained. 

This conclusion rests on the fact 
that more than 66% of pastors and 
League leaders and members believed 
that the Walther League was doing a 
satisfactory to excellent job in achiev- 
ing the three basic objectives of youth 
work as set forth by the Committee. 
A small percentage (6%) felt the 
League was doing a poor job. 


Committee Members 


Heading the Youth Survey Commit- 
tee was Prof. Walter W. Stuenkel, presi- 
dent of Concordia College, Milwaukee. 
Other members were: Secretary, Rev. 
W. J. Stelling, Freistatt, Mo.; Dr. Ar- 
thur C. Repp, Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis; Prof. Lorman M. Petersen, 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield; Prof. 
W. F. Kruse, Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, River Forest; Rev. Herbert E. 
Plehn, Rochester, N. Y.; Teacher Leon- 
ard C. Ramming, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
Paul Lewis, Veterans Administration, 
Memphis, Tenn.; Dr. Paul Lange, 
principal, Lutheran High School, Saint 
Louis; Paul Jabker, principal, Holy 
Cross School, St. Louis; and Harold 
Dunkelman, president, Gomco Surgical 
Manufacturing Corp., Buffalo. 


Looking Forward 


Now that the Youth Survey has been 
completed and has received serious 
study, the church can more intelligently 
meet the problems related to our rap- 
idly expanding youth population. 

It is readily apparent from the Youth 
Survey that the Walther League offers 
an excellent program. The prime dif- 
ficulty seems to be one of getting 
congregations to show a lively and 
consecrated interest in youth work. De- 
voted counselors, interested voters’ as- 
semblies, and concerned parents will 
help the Walther League transmit its 
program to all our church’s youth. 

In less than a decade, if population 
experts are to be believed, the Walther 
League’s program will be touching 
some 200,000 Missouri Synod youth, 
as contrasted with the present-day 
100,000. The program will reach these 
young people if their elders are alert 
to the challenge. Ae Pale 
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Many congregations 
went “over the top i 
for the first time 


in many years 


JOHN E. HERRMANN 


Stewardship Counselor of Synod 


Lutheran Building, St. Louis 


The other day my son rushed home from school. “Daddy,” 
he shouted, “I made 91 in my spelling test today! Next time Ill 
make 100!” 

He had worked hard on his spelling lesson. Though he had 
not scored 100, he was filled with a deep sense of accomplishment. 
After all, 91 is a pretty good score. 

Our church was put to a big test last year. She scored 91. 
And what was the nature of the test? This: Would our people 
step up their pace of missionary giving through Synod or pass 
up a number of opportunities to witness for Christ both at home 
and abroad? Our people were determined to step up that pace. 
They set a goal of $12,900,000 for themselves. That was 
$3,800,000 more than for the previous year. 

Our pastors, our congregations, and our District and circuit 
leaders went to work. They prayed hard and worked long. By 
late spring, and also during the summer season, it appeared to 
many that the effort would fall far short of its goal. As you may 
know, many of our congregations were engaged in building 
projects. The operating expenses of our congregations had risen 
sharply in the last few years. A severe drought plagued areas 
where many of our congregations were located. 

Yet a considerable increase in offerings was needed for train- 
ing pastors and teachers and missionaries; for providing new 
buildings on our college and seminary campuses as well as chapels, 
schools, and parsonages on our foreign fields. 

And the result? A total of $11,723,567.22 for missions was 
received from our members (see page 22). In 1956 our people 
gave $3,512,769.35 more for their mission program through Synod 
than they had given in 1955. That’s an increase of 45% in one 
year! From all corners of the United States and Canada came 
exciting reports of great increases in missionary giving. Many 
congregations went “over the top” for the first time in many years. 

God was at work in the hearts of our people. —To Him be 


all glory! Let the Amen 


Sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 


But why rejoice? After all, we scored 91 —not 100! May 
we remind you that 91 is a good score, a very good score in any 
test. We feel a deep joy and satisfaction. 

Our Venture of Faith is gaining momentum. The big step-up 


(Continued on page 21) , 
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Synodical Conference 
Joint Committees 
Make Recommendations 


At its Chicago convention in Dece 
ber 1956 the Ev. Lutheran Synodic 
Conference adopted a resolution whic 
contained, among other items, the fo 
lowing recommendations: 

“T. That the President of the Syno 
ical Conference be authorized to ca 
a joint meeting of the union commi 
tees of member synods in order to: 

“1. Establish the significance of t 
action taken by the synods at their las 
conventions; and to | 


: 
“2. Develop a program of future dis 


cussion on the basis of these findings. 


Following a suggested outline of pro 
cedure, it was recommended: 


“II. That as the union committees o 
member synods reach agreement in thi 
controversial issues, they draw up : 
common doctrinal statement to serve 
the Synodical Conference.” 


Pursuant to this resolution, on call o 
President John S. Bradac, a meeting wa: 
held in Chicago on January 23 and 24 
1957. Present were the officials of the 
Synodical Conference, President Johr 
Bradac, Vice-Presidents Carl Zorn 
Karl F. Krauss, Julian Anderson, anc 
Secretary Herbert J. A. Bouman; Vice: 
President Herman Harms (Missouri) 
President Oscar J. Naumann (Wiscon: 
sin), President Milton Otto (Norwe: 
gian), President Paul Rafaj (Slovak) 
and the Union Committees of the sev: 
eral synods: Missouri: Professors Wal: 
ter Baepler, Alfred Fuerbringer, Martir 
Franzmann, Herbert Bouman, Pastor: 
George Maassel, George Meyer, Theo- 
dore Nickel, Teacher Arnold Erxleben. 
and Mr. Herbert Knopp; Wisconsin: 
Professors Gerald Hoenecke, John P 
Meyer, Edmund Reim, Carl Lawrenz 
Pastors Im. P. Frey, G. L. Press, O. J. 
Siegler, E. Arnold Sitz; Norwegian: 
Professors Norman Madson, George 
Lillegard, Pastor Milton E. Tweit 
Messrs. O. E. Pederson and C. O. Va 
gen; Slovak: Pastors John Bajus, Jo 
Kucharik, Bohuslay D. Tuhy, ane 
George P. Vojtko. 

President John S. Bradac and Prof 
Herbert J. A. Bouman were elected 
chairman and secretary, respectively. — 

The assembly devoted much time te 
a careful analysis of all resolution: 
adopted at the most recent conventions 
of the several synods pertinent to Syn 
odical Conference problems, with 
view to establishing accurately 2 
fairly the significance of these resolu 
tions. Any remaining questions abou 
their meaning are to be addressed t 
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> synodical presidents for official clar- 
sation and interpretation. 
Since one of the goals of these joint 
deavors is to be the drawing up of 
common doctrinal statement to serve 
> Synodical Conference,” considera- 
nm was given to the premises requisite 
r such an undertaking. A committee 
four, one member from each synod, 
s instructed to prepare a statement 
premises. The following draft, which 
1y be amended and/or augmented as 
cessary, was submitted and adopted: 
“Your committee, appointed to for- 
late some premises on which the 
ion committees of the constituent 
10ds of the Synodical Conference 
ght agree for the work of drawing 
a common doctrinal statement, 
shes to submit the following: 


“1. That in drawing up a joint con- 
sion we proceed from the conviction, 
rn of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
it Scripture is the absolute and final 
thority on all matters on which it 
saks and that through the Scripture 
)d speaks clearly to us on all matters 
faith and life; 


“2. That we declare our willingness, 
thout equivocation and evasion, to 
me to grips with all the issues that 
ve arisen between. us; 


“3. That we declare our firm inten- 
n to expose and condemn all matters 
ntrary to the Word of God in doc- 
ne and life with the purpose of re- 
ving what is not in keeping with the 
ord of God.” 


An intelligent approach to this large 

d important common task demands 

clear understanding of the precise 

ints at issue in the various problems 
it have disturbed, and are still dis- 
bing, the unity of spirit within the 
nodical Conference. It is, therefore, 

- determination of the joint commit- 

s to come to grips with these prob- 

ns in an exhaustive study of the 

owing areas. 

1. Atonement, Justification, and the 

Dynamic of the Christian Life 

(e. g., Scouting); 

. Scripture (Revelation, Principles 
of Interpretation, Open Ques- 
tions), and the Last Things (e. g., 
Antichrist) ; 

. Grace, Conversion, Election, and 
Church and Ministry (Fellowship, 
Unionism, Chaplaincy, Disci- 
pline). 


is study is to be assigned to area 
mmittees, consisting of two mem- 
s from the union committee of each 

d. It was agreed that the sessions 
e next plenary meeting be devoted 
1 consideration of the topics: Scrip- 
(Continued on page 21) 
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During the past ten years 
about 250,000 adults 


were received into 


membership 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


For many years many members of our Synod have emphasized 
personal evangelism. Repeated efforts were made to encourage 
our people to bear personal witness to Christ. We had the so-called 
“Call of the Hour,” espoused by the sainted Dr. F. C. Streufert. 
Then we had the “Call of the Cross.” During the forties the Board 
for Home Missions introduced and stressed the “Each One Reach 
One” effort. 


Undoubtedly these special endeavors did much to awaken our 
congregations and individual members to their God-appointed 
obligation, or better stated, privilege, to reach the unchurched. 
The number of adult accessions increased markedly. During the 
past ten years about 250,000 adults were received into member- 
ship. What a cause for joy and gratitude to God! 


This harvest of souls encouraged Synod to establish a special 
Evangelism Department. Rev. Oswald A. Waech was appointed 
executive secretary of this department. In a number of centers 
this effort to “Preach, Teach, Reach” has brought wonderful 
results. Pastors and people have become much more conscious 
of the needs of the unchurched people in their community. 


It was my privilege to see one of these well-planned efforts 
in action. This was in Seattle, Wash., on my return from the 
Orient. I was much impressed with the meeting of all pastors of 
participating congregations, as well as with the pastors who were 
doing the preaching. These men, under the leadership of Pastor 
Waech, encouraged one another to manifest a real interest in sin- 
lost but blood-bought souls in their vicinity. 


I attended two of the services in one of the smaller congre- 
gations and again was much impressed with the services, the 
sermons, and the reactions of the members and of the visitors who 
attended. It was evident that God’s gracious blessings accom- 
panied these services. 


With similar efforts in other centers and with wholehearted 
participation on the part of pastors and people, we shall experience 
ever more adult accessions. May God bestow His benedictions 
on these humble efforts to lead souls to Christ. 


In this connection it may not be amiss to point to the need 
of a real program of assimilation. The adults who are received 
into membership after a brief course of instruction should become 
thoroughly acquainted with our church, its doctrinal position, its 
customs, its polity. New members will need doctrinal sermons. 
New members should be urged to attend Bible classes and to join 
wholeheartedly in activities of their congregations. More of this 
another time. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 37:7,9: “Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for Him; fret not thyself be- 
cause of him who prospereth in his way, 
because of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass... . For evildoers shall be 
cut off; but those that wait upon the Lord, 
they shall inherit the earth.” 


No Cause to Fret 


This is a topsy-turvy world. The 
godless succeed and prosper while the 
children of God suffer reversals and 
grief. The forces of evil stalk the earth; 
injustice goes unchecked; might often 
seems to make right. Men flout the 
canons of truth and virtue and honor at 
will. And all the while God’s people 
stand back, unable to understand, able 
only to pray — and to wait. 


God’s children have always had to 
wait. But they have never waited in 
vain. The psalmist’s advice must be the 
Christian’s trust: “Rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for Him.” 


With this confidence we can heed the 
psalmist’s words: “Fret not thyself be- 
cause of him who prospereth in his 
way, because of the man who bringeth 
wicked devices to pass.” The prosperity 
of the ungodly need not disturb us or 
provoke us to envy, even though we 
have less of this world’s goods. All the 
gold of Ophir cannot buy peace of mind 
or health of soul. 

We should not fret either because of 
the insolence of the wicked. Evil car- 
ries within itself the seeds of its own 
destruction. 

_. The time will surely come when the 
God who is just and holy will put down 
the mighty from their seats and exalt 
those who are of low degree. 

God will be faithful to His warning 
word: “For evildoers shall be cut off.” 
But He will also be faithful to His word 
of promise: “But those that wait upon 
the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.” 


It has well been said that “the best 
things in life are free.” God’s grace 
and love, forgiven sin, the Spirit’s power 
— all these are free. Possessing these, 
we can live the abundant life. Endowed 
with these, we know that all our bodily 
needs “will be added unto us.” Claim- 
ing these gifts as our own, we shall 
truly “inherit the earth.” With soul and 
body secure in God, we have no cause 
to fret. THOMAS COATES 
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“BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS” | 


The doctrines of the Lutheran Church 
did not originate in the sixteenth but in 
the first century. Her Founder is Jesus 
Christ. 


Luther was not a church founder. 
He was a reformer, who courageously 
removed false teachings and practices 
which in past centuries had crept into 
the church of his day. 

The Lutheran Church has held, and 
still holds, that she is the long arm of 
historical Christianity. Her claim is 
supported by the Order of Service. 


When the minister pronounces the 
Benediction at the close of the Service, 
he speaks words that have blessed God’s 
people during the past three thousand 
years. 

When the congregation chants the 
Kyrie, “Lord, have mercy upon us,” it 
voices words that have been repeated 
in Christendom Sunday after Sunday 
since about A. D. 400. 


The brief prayers before the Scrip- 
ture readings, the so-called Collects, 
have been read in public worship dur- 
ing the past fifteen hundred years. 

The beautiful Advent hymn “The 
Star Proclaims the King Is Here” was 
sung in Christendom fourteen hundred 
years ago. 

For seventeen centuries, Christendom 
has celebrated Holy Communion by in- 
toning the Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth.” 

The Communion chant “O Christ, 
Thou Lamb of God” was heard in the 
Christian Church as long ago as A. D. 
800. 

Through the Service we are linked 
in worship with historic Christianity. 

The Service also identifies us with 
the one, holy, catholic (universal) 
church to which all believers belong. 
The custom of standing during prayer 
probably originated in the Sinai Desert. 
Scripture readings began in the syna- 
gogs of Palestine. 

Turkey gave us the Nicene Creed in 
her Christian age. North Africa prob- 
ably gave us the Sanctus. Italy gave us 
the Introits and the Collects. Germany 
gave us congregational singing and the 
preparatory confession. England gave 
us a noble translation of the Liturgy. 
America revived the current world-wide 
interest in the historic pattern of wor- 
ship. 
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Christianity is universal, and we Lu 
therans identify ourselves with universa 
Christianity in every age through the 
Service. 

Luther linked us with historic an 
universal Christianity. He did not dis 
card the worship pattern of the church 
he only purified it. 

Quite early in the Reformation, Lu 
ther published a pamphlet in which he 
deplored the lack of preaching, the 
idolatrous Mass, and the notion tha 
churchgoing earns salvation. He waitec 
six years before he issued his purifiec 
Order of Service, the famous “Formulé 
Missae.” In this he sketched the de 
velopment of the Service and listed th 
parts of which he approved. He alse 
introduced congregational hymn singin 
and himself wrote thirty-seven hymn 
for use in the Service. The Servic 
which Luther approved is much like the 
Service we have today. 


Luther’s attitude toward the Service 
is well known. “We take the middle 
path,” he said, between the austerity of 
the other reformers and the pomp ol 
the Church of Rome. “We are free 
and Christian,” he said, meaning that 
worship forms and ceremonies are nol 
commanded in the Scriptures. Never 
theless he wanted the historical Service 
to continue in a purified form. 

Holy Communion, in which the Lord 
gives us His true body and blood, is an 
essential part of the Service, strengthen: 
ing the bond between the Lord and the 
believer. It also unites believers if 
Christian fellowship. Because a uni 
form Service demonstrates the unity of 
faith, it is good to strive for uniformity 
of worship. 

The Lutheran Service, fashioned by 
centuries of Christian experience 1 
worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ, 
a precious heritage. Let us preserve 
and hand it on to our children in orde 
that they, too, 


may be assured of God's grace; 
learn to give thanks for the same; 


grow in the knowledge and grace 
of the Lord; 


demonstrate the unity of their faitl 
and bear witness to it in the world. 


The last aspect of the Service Y 
shall consider in the next issue. 
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) After Judgment Day —a new earth? 


@ Fees for the pastor — yes or no? 


@ Jesus — only son of Mary and Joseph? 


Wha te ANSWER? 


uestion: In Revelation 21 we read 
at there will be a new heaven and 
new earth. I can understand why 
new heaven will be needed, but 
hy will a new earth be needed? 


Answer: Christ and the apostles re- 
atedly speak of the destruction of 
ven and earth (Matt. 5:18; 24:29; 
ark 13:24, 25; Luke 21:33; Heb. 1: 
)-12, and 2 Peter 3:10-13). However, 
e Scriptures do not offer us an ex- 
anation or a reason for this destruc- 
yn. The only clue that is presented 
us seems to be 2 Peter 3:13, where 
is stated that righteousness will dwell 
the new heaven and earth. As far 
the present heaven and earth, the 
liverse, is concerned, it was corrupted 
rough the sin of Adam and Eve 
.om. 8:20, 21). On Judgment Day 
ey will be restored through the crea- 
yn of a new heaven and a new earth 
Acts 3:21). In the next world there 
ll be no sin, but only righteousness. 
‘rhaps it should be added here that 
2 word heaven does not in these texts 
fer to the place of eternal bliss and 
ppiness, but to the great vaulted 
me above us, in which the heavenly 
dies are seen. Nor should we specu- 
e about things which God has not 
vealed to us. In due time we shall 
> what now we must believe. 


uestion: Is a church member re- 
ired to pay his pastor a special fee 
+ performing baptisms, confirma- 
ims, marriages, burials, or sick calls? 


Answer: No, there is no such re- 
rement. If it is done, it should be 
ne purely on a voluntary basis. 

hen the Savior sent the Twelve on 
‘preaching mission, He told them 
inly: “Freely ye have received, freely 
e” (Matt. 10:8). St. Paul re-echoes 
e words when he states that a min- 
r must not be greedy of filthy lucre, 
rcenary (1 Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7), 
wce should not demand such fees. 
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Originally such fees were paid, in 
some cases even prescribed, in order to 
increase the very meager salary of pas- 
tors. The proper remedy for that situa- 
tion, however, is that the congregation 
pay its pastor a living wage (1 Cor. 
Cel Gal..6:6: 1 Tim, 5:17.18). Nor 
should the pastor be expected to fur- 
nish and maintain his own automobile 
in order to make his pastoral calls. 
That is the congregation’s responsibil- 
ity. It should likewise furnish the cer- 
tificates when special services are rend- 
ered, such as for baptisms and 
confirmations. When the financial sup- 
port given the pastor is not adequate, 
he should frankly discuss the matter 
with his church board. 

On the other hand, if church mem- 
bers wish to express their appreciation 
to their pastors and to their teachers in 
a tangible way, no one should discour- 
age or fault them for showing such 
kindness. Nor should they fault the 
pastor for accepting such fees. Indeed, 
the members ought to remunerate him 
if he incurred considerable expense in 
serving them. The entire matter should 
be left to the good will and discretion 
of individual members. They should 
not feel obligated to pay such fees, but 
assume their fair share of paying their 
pastor a living wage. Neither should 
they hesitate to remember their pastor 
with a gift if their love so dictates. 


Question: Did Mary and Joseph have 
children together after the birth of 
Jesus? 


Answer: This question has been de- 
bated pro and con throughout the cen- 
turies. The answers that have been 
proposed are: 

1) Mary and Joseph had no chil- 
dren, Mary remaining a_ perpetual 
virgin. 

2) They had children, the names of 
the four brothers, according to Matt. 
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13:55 and Mark 6:3, being James, 
Joses, Judas, and Simon, while the two 


sisters, according to the history of 
Joseph, were Anna and Lydia. 


3) These brothers and sisters were 
the children of Joseph by a previous 
marriage. 


4) They were the children of Jo- 
seph’s deceased brother Alphaeus (Clo- 
pas). 

5) They were children of Mary’s 
sister. 

The Bible does not give a clear an- 
swer to this question. Yet it is evident 
that the terms “brother” and “sister” 
are here used in a wider sense. If in- 
deed they were the children of Joseph 
and Mary, they nevertheless were not 
siblings with Jesus (children of the 
same parents), since Jesus was Mary’s, 
but not Joseph’s, Son (Matt. 1:19, 20). 
In a similar wider sense, Jesus is called 
Joseph’s Son (Luke 4:22). At best, 
they could only have been Jesus’ half 
brothers and sisters. This view seems 
to find support in the fact that St. Luke 
calls Jesus Mary’s “first-born Son” 
(Luke 2:7), as well as St. Matthew’s 
statement: “Joseph knew her not till 
she had brought forth her first-born 
Son” (Matt. 1:25), which seems to in- 
dicate that they had children thereafter. 


Yet these statements are proof, as 
the words “unto . . . her death” in 
2 Sam. 6:23 will show. Michal cer- 
tainly had no children after her death. 
The Smalcald Articles and the Formula 
of Concord (Triglot 460, 1023) refer 
to Mary as “semper virgo” (always 
virgin) and state that she remained a 


virgin, but the obvious intention was 


not to set that statement up as a doc- 
trine, but to declare that Mary’s chas- 
tity had not been violated when she 
conceived the Christ, since Matt. 1:18 
emphasizes that the conception had 
occurred “before they came together.” 
Whatever view we take, our faith is 
not affected. 
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Of Marriage 


“And the Lord God said: It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him.” GENESIS 2:18 


Marriage is a holy estate. It is God- 
pleasing to marry and to live in mar- 
riage. Note in the above passage that 
it is God who says: “It is not good 
that the man should be alone.” 


In Genesis 1 and 2 we are informed 
that God proceeded to remedy the 
situation by creating Eve. God brought 
her to Adam and blessed them as the 
first husband and wife. 


Scripture speaks of marriage as 
a good and sanctified estate: “Whoso 
findeth a wife findeth a good thing” 
(Prov. 18:22). St. Paul writes: “I will 
therefore that the younger women 
marry, bear children, guide the house” 
(1 Tim. 5:14). 


Jesus indicated His approval of mar- 
riage by attending a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee and by blessing the young 
couple miraculously. 


To Jesus, marriage is such an exalted 
estate that He speaks of Himself as the 
Bridegroom and of the holy church 
as His bride (Rev. 19:7). 


Since marriage is an exalted estate, 
those who arbitrarily forbid marriages 
or declare the unmarried estate more 
holy than marriage are in error. For- 
bidding to marry, according to 1 Tim. 
4:1-3, is ¢ doctrine of the devils. 


Since marriage is a holy estate, hus- 
bands and wives ought to keep the 
estate holy by proper conduct. Those 
who quarrel in their homes, seek sel- 
fish advantages, or obtain a divorce 
without Biblical grounds bring shame 
upon the holy institution. 


Since marriage is God-pleasing, all 
Christian husbands and wives are 
assured of God’s blessing in marriage: 
“Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be 
well with thee. Thy wife shall be as 
a fruitful. viné by the sides of thine 
house; thy children like olive plants 
round about thy table” (Ps. 128:2-4). 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


1 ® Gen. 18:1-19 — Nothing is too hard 
for the Lord. May we view all 
Thy promises in the light of Thy 
great promises of salvation. 

2° Gen. 22:1-19 — Like Abraham, 
God did not withhold His Son. 
Make us unafraid to give. Help 
us to maintain family altars. 

3 © 1 John 2:5-17 — The world passes 
away. Let us love Thee above all 
things and use our talents for the 
work of Thy kingdom. 

4 ® Gen. 49:1-12 — Christ our Mes- 
siah. Guide our pastors and teach- 
ers that they may minister to us 
in the spirit of Christ. 

5 ® Deut. 18:9-22—Christ our Prophet. 
Grant that Christians and churches 
led astray by false prophets may 
hear and understand Jesus. 

6 ® Psalm 2 — Christ our King. Lead 
the rulers of Communist nations 
to the King of Kings. May all 
nations put their trust in Him. 

7® Psalm 110 — Christ our Priest. 
Draw the hearts of many to our 
Lenten services, and open the ears 
of all to the Word of Life. 

8 ® Ps. 118:14-29 — Christ our Savior. 
To all who are burdened with a 
sense of guilt impart forgiveness 
through the Savior’s blood. 

9 ® Is, 2:1-5 — Christ our Peacemaker. 
Give patience, charity, and wis- 
dom to servants of the church who 
work for true Christian fellowship. 

10 ® John 13:1-17 — Christ our Servant. 
Bless the workers in the church's 
welfare program to bring Christ's 
love to the poor and needy. 

11 ® Is. 7:10-16 — Christ our Immanuel. 
May all children and adults in pas- 
tors’ instruction classes know Thee 
as true God in Christ. 

12 ® Is. 9:1-7 — Christ our Counselor. 
Counsel all world rulers that they 
may understand one another and 

- strive for world peace. 

13° Is. 11:1-10 — Christ our Wisdom. 


May Thy Spirit through the speak- ; 


ers on The Lutheran Hour lead 
many to a knowledge of the truth. 

14° Isaiah 53 — Christ our Substitute. 
Convict us of the sins for which 
our Savior suffered. Make our 
faith in Him strong and active. 

15° Isaiah 55 — Christ our Witness. 
May the church's Bible classes and 
Bible institutes lead many into an 
earnest study of the Word. 

16° Isaiah 61 — Christ our Righteous- 
ness. Cause righteousness to spring 
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Daily Bible Readings for March 


Adapted from “Light for Your Way,” Bible-reading selections, 
with brief thoughts and prayers, issued by the Adult Department 
of the Board for Parish Education 


17 ® Psalm 32 — Christ our Hidin 
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up from the sowing of our mi. 
sionaries and their families. 


Place. Forgive the sins and weak 
nesses of members of the churc 
Let all men find refuge in Jesus 
Zech. 11:4-14 — Thirty pieces o 
silver. Have mercy on us, an 
keep us in Thy grace, for we de 
serve only punishment. 

Matt. 26:30-56 — A place calle: 
Gethsemane. Recall the strayin. 
and erring church members tha 
they may worship Thee in love 
Mark 14:53-72 — Denied and Con 
demned. Suffer not our love o 
Jesus to fail. Strengthen Thy serv 
ants who deal with the indifferent 
Matt. 27:32-54 — Jesus confesses 
as Son of God. Help us to under 
stand the greatness of Thy lov 
in Christ and to confess Him. 
Mark 15:33-37 — Crucified, dead 
and buried. Grant that the youn, 
people of our churches may ex 
press grateful devotion to Chris 
Hebrews 1 — On God’s right hand 
Bless hospital pastors and chap 
lains ministering to war veteran 
that they may be comforted. — 
Mark 12:41-44 — Mites can mea 
much. May all who hesitate t 
give to the church understand Th, 
power to bless Christian givers. — 
Hebrews 2 — The God-Man alon 
saves. Endow with wisdom a 
writers and editors of the chure 
that they may proclaim Christ. 
Hebrews 3 — Partakers with Chris! 
Make us faithful to our Savio 
and give us His spirit of charit 
toward our fellow men. 
Hebrews 4 — Rest for the peopl 
of God. Maintain in us the ho 
of heaven. Bring to the faith t 
children of unchristian parents. 
Hebrews 5 — People of full age 
Imbue with wisdom our seminar 
professors that they may lead th 
church in the study of Thy Wo. 
Hebrews 6 — Steadfast in the faitl 
Let us hear Thy voice with jo: 
Keep strong the faith of our Sur 
day school children. 
Hebrews 7 — Saved to the utte 
most. May all who seek secur 
truly find it by accepting Jest 
Christ as their Savior. 
Psalm 135 — The Lord is goo 
Deliver us from all evil. Gra 
that our state and local officié 
may obey Thy commandments. 


ynod’s Board Designates 
March 10 for Lutheran Hour 


More than 1,200 congregations of 
nod have requested materials for 
e Lutheran Hour observance on 
arch 10. Although the number of 
-operating congregations has exceeded 
at of any previous year, requests for 
aterials were still arriving in mid- 
‘bruary. 
Sanctioned by Synod’s Board of Di- 
ctors, the annual Lutheran Hour ob- 
rvance is a day on which the members 
the congregations of Synod can be 
proached for a contribution to the 
yrld-wide program of Bringing Christ 
the Nations. The Lutheran Hour is 
trently broadcast in 54 languages 
er more than 1,250 stations in 65 
ritories and countries. 
In endorsing the appeal, Dr. John W. 
hnken, President of Synod, addressed 
open letter to all the congregations 
Synod, emphasizing that The Lu- 
eran Hour is a trail blazer for Synod’s 
ission program. 
“On my recent trip to Australia and 
> Orient,” he wrote, “I realized more 
an ever before what a blessing the 
dio mission is in the work of the 
ngdom.” Dr. Behnken pointed out 
at in Japan, for example, 13,000 
panese have completed two of the 
ittheran Hour Bible Correspondence 
yurses and that “1,500 people in the 
‘kyo area alone are pleading for 
iptism.” 
“May the good heavenly Father move 
any hearts to support this worthy 
use,” Dr. Behnken concluded. 
The recent Home Mission Confer- 
ce recognized The Lutheran Hour as 


a valuable aid in opening mission sta- 
tions in North America. A 40-second 
spot at the end of the program permits 
announcement of the opening of a new 
mission station. 

In a recent letter to The Lutheran 
Hour, Dr. Rodolfo Hasse, mission di- 
rector of the Brazil District, wrote: 
“TI see in The Lutheran Hour one of the 
most important works of God’s King- 
dom in our day. It must be used to an 
even greater extent... . Through The 
Lutheran Hour our church has become 
known throughout the country.” 


Questions, Answers to 
Be Published as Memento 


In response to many requests from 
pastors and laymen, the LLL is plan- 
ning to publish the Questions and An- 
swers used on The Lutheran Hour. 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, speaker on The 
Lutheran Hour, prepares to deliver one 
of his Sunday messages over the Mutual 
and NBC networks. 


Many correspondents have reported 
that Dr. Hoffmann’s answers to ques- 
tions sent in by the listening audience 
are used as the basis for discussions in 
Bible classes and other church groups. 

Announcement concerning the pub- 
lication date of the memento will be 
made over the regular Mutual and NBC 
broadcasts. 


‘ 


The Lutheran Hour Chorus in Taiwan, Formosa, rehearses for a broadcast in 
Chinese. Rev. Delbert Gremmels manages the Lutheran Hour branch office on 


Formosa. 


embers of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Balakbak, Mountain Province, 

ilippines, listen to The Lutheran Hour on a “PM” set (pre-tuned battery radio) 

m the Far East Broadcasting Company, Manila. This is the only radio in this 
ntain village and its vicinity. Note the low-hanging antenna. 
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Lutheran Hour Fan Mail 
Now Sent to Pastors 


Effective February 18, The Lutheran 
Hour in conjunction with Synod’s Tele- 
mission program, inaugurated a plan 
whereby all fan mail from a specific 
area will be sent weekly to pastors of 
local congregations. This quick, direct 
step will furnish the pastor and his 
congregation with good prospects for 
mission calls. 


LLL Membership Goal 


‘Is 100,000 for 1957 


With approximately 3,000 local sec- 
retaries active in its current campaign 
to enroll 100,000 members, the League 
is moving toward its goal, according to 
initial reports from the 41 districts of 
the LLL. Last year, membership was 
91,000. BeBe kK 
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Lutheran Witness 


1882 — 


1957 


THE INFANT PAPER LIVED 


How did the members of the Mis- 
souri Synod receive the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS when it appeared on May 22, 
1882? 

The Evangelical Lutheran English 
Conference of Missouri in October 1882 
recommended the new publication as 
worthy of “liberal support.” The seven 
pastors and four lay delegates of the 
Conference voted to rescind all former 
“favorable resolutions recommending 
the Lutheran Standard on account of 
its recent departure from the true doc- 
trine of election.” 

Many Districts of the Missouri Synod 
in their 1882 conventions adopted res- 
olutions supporting the new “English 
voice.” The Central District recom- 
mended the WITNEss for vigorous sup- 
port and dissemination. “Since the 
Standard is no longer based on the 
Lutheran Confessions,” the District’s 
resolution stated, “it became obviously 
necessary to begin an English paper.” 

The Western District “warmly rec- 
ommended” the new publication. The 
Minnesota District recommended it 
“heartily.” The Iowa District stated 
that the WITNESS “serves a good pur- 
pose and meets a definite need.” 

“The need for an English paper in 
our midst is not yet apparent,” declared 
the Nebraska District, “but elsewhere 
it is.” The secretary nevertheless added 
that many members of the District sub- 
scribed for the periodical. 


ONE OF THE CHIEF REASONS for the 
immediate popularity of the WITNESS 
among members of the Missouri Synod 
and its friends was the dearth of Eng- 
lish Lutheran literature. Almost every- 
thing published by Synod prior to 1882 
appeared in German. Therefore, the 
new English paper carried inspirational, 
devotional, and homiletical articles. 
Wrapped up in its eight pages was 
material we have now expanded into 
Portals of Prayer, This Day, the Lu- 
theran Layman, the Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly, the Christian Parent, the 
Walther League Messenger, the Con- 
cordia Theological Monthly, the His- 
torical Institute Quarterly, Lutheran 
Education, and Advance. 


WHEN QUESTIONS OF THE DAY Called 
for an answer, the WiTNeEss did not 
mince words. The infant paper came 
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to the defense of Synod’s school system; 
for example, when the Bennett Law, 
with its restrictions on the parish 
schools, became an issue in Wisconsin. 

The Nation, a political weekly, de- 
nounced the WITNEss both for its Eng- 
lish grammar and its position on the 
schools. “The attempt to translate the 
Missouri Lutheran views into English 
had failed,” the weekly stated. “The 
only English organ of the synod . . . is 
a ludicrous example of Germanized 
English. . . . The Missouri Lutheran 
denomination dare not admit it, but it 
is a fact that their peculiar views and 
principles stand and fall with the Ger- 
man language.” 

The WITNEss replied: “Our enemies 
have all tried to shame us out of writing 
an English church paper, by telling us 
we are only Galileans in the use of the 
English tongue; that nobody would rel- 
ish our ‘German English.’ . . . We pay 
no attention to such thrusts. If other 
men can write the better and correcter 
pen, let them do so. But in our Gali- 
lean English we will continue to write, 
expound, and defend the unshaken prin- 
ciples of apostolic Christianity and Lu- 
theran consistency so long as we are 
able and till other men are raised by 
God... and are willing to do it.” 

Thus the WITNESS soon entrenched 
itself in the hearts of the friends of 
Missouri. The first issue charted the 
paper’s course for many years. Its 
simple design was similar to that of the 
farm gazette, the local newspaper, or 
the religious publications of the day. 

Here is a quotation from Pastor Wm. 
Heyne, who had been a reader of the 
Witness for the first 50 years. His 
comment perhaps best typifies the loyal 
support which has raised the number 
of WITNEss subscriptions from 1,000 to 
410,000. Pastor Heyne said: “I remem- 
ber well when in May 1882 the Wit- 
NESS made its first appearance; and 
I little thought at the time that the 
newborn child would even live to see 
the age of 50 years and that I should 
be privileged to be a reader of the 
periodical all these years until this day 
[1931]; and I gratefully acknowledge 
that it has proved a great blessing and 
has been a great benefit to me and 
ofttimes a cause of genuine joy and 
pleasure.” AuG. R. SUELFLOW 
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THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS — 


(Continued from page 9) 


for three messianic figures, the Ne 
Testament church united the propheti 
priestly, and kingly characteristics i 
one figure, namely, Jesus Christ. 

It is also very obvious that while th 
messages of John the Baptist and Jes 
in the New Testament centered abo 
the concept of the kingdom of Go 
the cave literature hardly alludes t 
this idea. There is quite a pronounce 
note of isolation, confinement, and see 
tarianism in the Qumran environment 
this note stands in stark contrast to th 
pressure for expansion and outreact 
that is characteristic of the earl 
church. 

Value of Scrolls 


Thus the passing of ten years sinct 
the discovery of the first scrolls ha: 
tended to show the subjective characte: 
of some of the earlier views that wer 
advanced concerning the scrolls. Th 
contention that the scrolls made neces 
sary a new evaluation of the Christiar 
religion is now considered prematur 
and greatly exaggerated. . 

The Qumran community probabh 
embraced a branch of the Essene so 
ciety. It presents a group of peopl 
who in many respects merit our admira 
tion because of their intertestament 
piety. Their literature will no doubt 
accorded a prominent place among t 
apocryphal writings that were produce 
between the Old and the New Test 
ment. Their theology, however, ‘on 

s 


to be more closely related to Mo 
and the Prophets than to the Gospe 
of Jesus Christ. 


The value of the scrolls for O 
Testament textual studies and for Ne 
Testament faith and life will undoub 
edly increase as the unpublished co 
tents of the caves gradually beco 
available. 

ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 


Three Crosses 


Three crosses stand high on a hillside 
Like silhouettes against the sky, 
While men with mocking lips and gestu 
Lead forth three men condemned to 


Two crosses bear a sinful burden: 
Unworthy mortals they, their days 
Ill spent, they drink their bitter potion 

And, dying. pay for evil ways. 


One cross bears the Redeemer, sinless, 
Immortal. Yet He dies ——for me. 
He bears the guilt of my transgression 
O Savior, thousand thanks to Thee! 


As seed is buried in a furrow, 
The Son of God is laid away, 

To rise in splendor and in glory 
Again on Resurrection Day. 


‘St. Louis Joun M. RUNG 
THE LUTHERAN 


THE SCORE FOR 1956 
(Continued from page 14) 

quested for missions in 1956 was 
‘gely reached. We came within strik- 
x distance. A good foundation has 
en laid for carrying out our long- 
nge mission program in the years just 
ead. Therefore we treasure the spirit 
hind the 1956 figures much more 
in the figures themselves. That spirit 
the work of the Spirit. 

Remember, our little boy said, 
daddy, I made 91 in my test! Next 
1e I'll make 100!” We sincerely be- 
ve that this is the way our people 
1 about the challenge God is giving 
2m through Synod this year. Our 
al for 1957 is $14,200,000. This 
Mresents an increase of $1,300,000 
er 1956. With the glorious experi- 
ce of 1956 just behind us, how can 
, hesitate? 

Already many of our pastors and 
smbers are hard at prayer and work 
reach our new goal— “the Lord 
rking with them” — determined that 
ext time it will be 100.” 


CONFERENCE 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Continued from page 15) 
e, including the matters of Revela- 
n; Principles of Interpretation; and 
en Questions, together with their 
cific application to the doctrine of 
. Last Things, including the doctrine 


Antichrist. The next meeting is to 
held, God willing, in Chicago, 
ril 22—24. 


Conscious of the great difficulties and 
ponsibilities facing them, but aware 
o of the glorious blessings promised 
those who prosecute the Lord’s work 
humble submission to His eternal 
yrd, the members of the joint com- 
ttees earnestly bespeak the incessant 
ercessions of all members of the Syn- 
ical Conference that God would 
rcifully endow them with His Holy 
rit for the necessary illumination, 
dom, faithfulness, courage, and 
diness to sacrifice, to hallow His 
ne, let His kingdom come, and do 
; will, in the name of His Son, Jesus 
rist, our common Savior and Lord. 


JOHN S. BRADAC 
HERBERT J. A. BOUMAN 


blisher: Concordia Publishing House 


1099. Blest Spirit, One With God. 
Setting by Adolf Strube. 16 cents. 
SAB. 

[he German melody O Heiland, reisz 

immel auf is not known to our con- 
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With This Issue 


Reviews of church music will be 
discontinued with this issue of the 
WITNESS. 


Organists and choir directors in- 


terested in receiving news and re- 


views of new choral and organ 
publications should direct their cor- 
respondence to Mr. E. W. KLAm- 
MER, The Music Department, Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. 
Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


gregations but perhaps to some organists. 
Again the natural rise and fall of the mel- 
ody suits the poem. Strube’s setting is 
melodious and interesting. A cappella. 


BAI1071. Jesus Is Our Joy, Our Treasure. 
Anonymous. Edited by Walter E. 
Buszin. 18 cents. SATB. 


The Thuringian choral aria as well as 
the text are by an anonymous writer or 
writers. Very interesting and beautiful 
hymn to Jesus —for my choir a “must.” 
A jubilus toward the close on the word 
“gladden” marks this number as an aria. 
Not difficult. Accompaniment optional. 


CH1077. Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled. 
By S. Drummond Wolff. John 14:1, 
tsp 27. .Erom “the Gospel for 
Pentecost. 20 cents. SATB. 


The text has a great emotional appeal. 
The music suits the text and will be a 
welcome Pentecost anthem. A cappella. 


97-6223 Holy Is God. By Carl Philipp 
Emanuel Bach. Edited by Karl Gei- 
ringer. English translation by Henry 
S. Drinker. 80 cents. 


This great Heilig (“Holy is God’), a 
major choral composition by Joh. Seb. 
Bach’s most famous son, is written for two 
four-part vocal groups. An ariette for 
contralto states the case for the two vocal 
groups, a “chorus of the angels” and a 
“chorus of the nations.” Whether one or 
both choruses express adoration, praise, or 
thanks, the effect produced is overwhelm- 
ing, grandiose. Organ accompaniment. 


97-1395 Organ Music for the Communion 
ta Edited by Paul G. Bunjes. 
2.50; 


A welcome addition to the library of 
the church organist. More than 50 pages, 
containing 17 numbers. All but two are 
on tunes of Communion hymns. Quite a 
number may be played also on other 
occasions. WALTER WISMAR 


rnouncemeril 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Armour, Thomas P., assistant pastor, Our Re- 
deemer, Wauwatosa, Wis., by Albert H. 
Miller, Jan. 13. 

Knoppel, Eugene, St. John, Meade, Kans., by 
D. L. Wacker, Jan. 13. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Aschbrenner, Arnold R., Grace, Marquette 
Heights, Pekin, Ill., by Herman C. Lehen- 
bauer, Jan. 13. 

Bek, Edwin C., Zion, Chappell, Nebr., by G. H. 
Koslowske, Jan. 13. 

Boettcher, Waldo F., Bethlehem, 
Calif., by W. G. Ruehle, Jan. 6. 
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Berkeley, 


Brack, LaVern, Zion, Kramer, N. Dak., by 
M. J. Ludwig, Jan. 6. 

Brandt, Maynard H., First, Wiota, Iowa, by 
D. E. Weiss, Jan. 20. 

Brauer, Richard H., St. Paul, Potter, Nebr., 
by G. H. Boehnke, Jan. 6. 

Braunersreuther, Donald L., Concordia, Clear- 

water, Nebr., by H. W. Robbert, Jan. 13. 

Cloeter, O. H., Trinity, Faribault, Minn., by 
Pres. Hi A: *Gamber, Jan. 13. 

Dietrich, Herman K., Jr., 
Pa., by Eine Ks. Dietrich, ’Sr., Jan. 6. 
Ernst, David T., Zion, Kadoka,; St. Peter, Mid- 
land, S. Dak., by R. H. Eckhoff, Jan. 13. 
Grimm, Victor H., St.John, Farley, Mo., by 
Pres. T. A. Weinhold, Jan. 20. 

Janz, Philip, St. Thomas and St. Peter, Detroit, 
Mich., by John M. Hieber, Jan. 13. 

Ludwig, Paul, Jr., Christ, Fort Worth, Tex., 
by Wesley aig Kuhn, Jan. 6. 

Mueller, Martin J., St. coe Palms, Mich., by 
Walter A. Pieper, Jan. 

Mundinger, Edgar J., Bethel, University City, 
Mo., by Ernest L. Gerike, Jan. 13. 

Nielsen, John R., First, Ponoka; Zion, Rim- 
bey; Trinity, Bismark, Jan. 6; Zion, Ferin- 
tosh, Alta., Can., by John Ohlinger, Jan. 13. 

Schreiber, Vernon, Lutheran Church of the 


Zion, Bridgeville, 


Savior, Paramus, N. J., by Claudius S. 
Kulow, Jan. 13. 

Storm, Eugene H., Bethlehem, Greendale 
(Lawrenceburg), Ind., by William H. J. 


Dau, Jan. 6. 
Werschler, John C., St. John, Corning; Saint 
Peter, Craig, Mo., by P. G. Becker, Jan. 20. 


TEACHER 


Burron, Cand. Douglas S., St. John, 
Wis., by W. J. Baese, Sept. 2, 1956. 


Beloit, 


Official Notices 


Rev. Albert Krahenbil of Oliver, B.C., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Vernon Circuit 
to succeed Rev. Albert Reiner, who has ac- 
cepted a teaching appointment at one of 
Synod’s preparatory schools. —C. F. Baasgs, 
Soteae Alberta and British Columbia Dis- 
Yrict. 


Election Results 


On January 30 the Electoral Board of Con- 
cordia Senior College, convening in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., called the following: 


Rev. Robert Schroeter of Chicago to the 
Department of English as associate professor 
of speech; 

Prof. Eugene Nissen of Fort Wayne to the 
Department of Classical Languages as asso- 
ciate professor; 

Rev. Armin Moellering of Palisades Park, 
N.J., to the Department of Classical Lan- 
guages as associate professor; 

Rev. Wilbert Stelzer of Winfield, Kans., to 
be director of Physical Education with the 
rank of associate professor in the Department 
of Natural Science; 

Dr. Gerhard Mundinger of East Lansing, 
Mich., to the Department of Humanities and 
Philosophy with the rank of professor; 

Rev. Justus Kretzmann of Florissant, Mo., 
to the Department of Religion with the rank 
of professor; 

Dr. Erwin Meyer of Fort Wayne to the De- 
partment of German with the rank of pro- 
fessor. — ALLEN H. FeEpper, Secretary. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of California Con- 
cordia College, Oakland, Calif., with the con- 
sent of the Board for Higher Education, here- 
with issues a call for nominations for the 
following positions: 

1. An associate professorship 

studies 

2. An associate professorship in English, 

with library direction as an added 
competence. 


in social 


Candidates must possess the necessary qual- 
ifications to meet the spiritual and academic 
requirements of our Synod and of our school. 

Nominations must be submitted by April 15 
to Rev. Paut HucutHausen, Secretary, Board 
of Control, 1505 Sherman, Burlingame, Calif. 


Summer Sessions at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, herewith 
announces its 1957 summer sessions: a six- 
week clinical training course, June 17 to 
July 26; a five-week session, June 24—July 26; 
a short session, July 5—July 26. Workshops 
in Institutional Work, Marriage Counseling, 
Human Relations, and Audio-Visual Tech- 
niques and Materials will also be held. Stu- 
dents may enroll for Hebrew I or II, June 10 
to July 3, and Hebrew II (repeat), July 5 to 
August 2. Classes will be conducted in air- 
conditioned Graduate Hall. 


21 


Although the program has been designed 
primarily for the parish pastor, it will also 
include courses of special interest to theo- 
logical students, missionaries, and elementary, 
high school, or college teachers. 

Congregations and various church boards 
are urged not only to encourage their pastors 
and teachers to take advantage of this pro- 
gram, but also to make it possible for them 
to attend. 

As a special service to pastors who cannot 
leave their parishes for the duration of the 
summer sessions without adequate substitutes, 
the Seminary Field Work Office will endeavor 
to find candidates or professors willing to as- 
sume whatever duties the pastors wish to 
delegate while studying at the seminary. 

A limited number of scholarships are avail- 
able to encourage and assist those pastors 
who may need such aid. 

A copy of the catalog, as well as additional 
information on_ scholarships, substitutes, 
courses, housing, and other phases of the 
summer program, is available from the Or- 
FICE OF PusLiIc RELATIONS, Concordia Sem- 
inary, 801 De Mun, St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Available 
Electrified reed organ for shipping costs 
and price of motor. — St. JoHN’s LUTHERAN 


CuHurcH, Wellsburg, Iowa. 


Brass cross, 30 inches high, square base, 
available for cost of transportation. — Sant 
JOHN’s LUTHERAN CHuRCH, Rochester, Ind. 


Trinity Lutheran Church, Darien, Wis., of- 
fers without charge to any congregation: 
altar, lectern, pulpit, baptismal pedestal, chan- 


cel chairs, hymnboard with numbers, altar 
cloths (5 colors, in good condition). Fur- 
niture is painted white, finished in gold 


trim. — Rev. K. K. Leperer, Darien, Wis. 


Pastore Changes of Address 


Bauer, Chaplain Walter R., 

c/o Base Chaplain Section, 

Williams Air Force Base, Ariz. 
Baumgartner, George A., Doniphan, Nebr. 
Bergmann, Paul G., Marcus, Iowa 
Berndt, Juan G., Casilla 45, 

Valparaiso, Chile 
Eberle, Rodel J., 3413 Old Shakopee Rd., 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Fitz, E. V., 341 Beulah St., S.E., 

Grand Rapids 7, Mich. 

Frey, Bertwin L., 21485 Lorain Rd., 

Fairview Park 26, Ohio 
Goetjen, Reinhold H., 830 17th Ave., 

Seaside, Oreg. 

Grimm, Victor H., Farley, Mo. 
Hackmann, E. Edward, 316 N. Sixth, 

Seward, Nebr. 

Hannemann, Walter, 1020 S. 14th St., 

Moorhead, Minn. 

Hildebrandt, Nicolaus G., Emery, S. Dak. 
Holtzen, Paul D., Evanston, Ind. 
Kabelitz, N. E., Olive Branch Luth. Church, 

2229 Northdale Blvd., Coon Rapids, Minn. 
Koch, Marvin, R. 1, Copperas Cove, Tex. 
Krohn, Henry F., Brule, Nebr. 

Leverenz, Chaplain G. M., 

102 Concordia College PI., 

Fort Wayne 4, Ind. 

Luecke, Oscar W., em., 2822 Mohattan Lane, 

Lemay 23, Mo. 

Martin, Kenneth A., 1292 Sunset Dr., 

Wabash, Ind. 

Martin, Walter C., 167 Palisade Ave., 

Bogota, N. J. 

Meyer, Maynard V., 6925 Broadway Terrace, 

Oakland, Calif. 

Miessler, Arthur F., em., 14 W. Tenth St., 

Washington, Mo. 

Milke, Oscar, 129 Sanborn Ave., 

West Roxbury, Mass. 

Miller, George L., Albany, Minn. 


Mueller, Carl H., Woonsocket, S. Dak. 

Mundinger, Edgar, 7009 Forsyth Blvd., 
University City 5, Mo. } 

Petzoldt, W. B., 327 Pajaro St., Salinas, Ca 

Schoenheider, Robert G., 

2416 Jefferson Park Ave., 
Charlottesville, Va. 

Starenko, Chaplain Ronald C. (LTJG), 
U.S. Naval Schools Command, 
Chaplains’ School, U. S. Naval Station, 
Newport, R. I. 

Stiemke, Frederick A., 

2706 Garden Lakes Blvd., Rome, Ga. 

Wessel, A. H., Lenzburg, Ill. 

Zucker, Frederick R., 4945 Arts St., 

New Orleans 22, La. 


Teachers: 


Fricke, Alfred F., 15609 Terrace Rd., 
E. Cleveland 12, Ohio 

Kelly, Adrian R., 2822 Mohattan Lane 
Lemay 23, Mo. 

Miller, Herman F., 127 Scoville Ave., : 
Buffalo 6, N. Y. i 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LUTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence | 
should be addressed to the WITNEss — 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis | 
{ 
/ 
| 


18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, — 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- — 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


foltls Venture of Faith... — 


More for Missions in 1956... 


synod 
BUDGET RECEIVED 


$ 1,075,000 $ 546,331.77 


2,150,000 1,242,756-11 


3,225,000 2,,162,320-49 


4,300,000 3,013,996.00 


5,375,000 3,795,081 -32 


6,450,000 4,517,631 -00 


7,525,000 5,198,021 ca 


8,600,000 5,906,846.41 


7,01 4,010.98 


g,134,332-76 


9,675,000 


10,750,000 


11,825,000 9,321 4064.75 


12,900,000 


11,723,379.72 


PLEDGE FOR 


District 


Alberta and British Columbia 


Atlantic | 
California 4 
Central 
Central 
Colorado 
epi 
nglis 
ee da-Geor 
Towa East 
Iowa West - 
Kansas - 
Manitoba an 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
ntana re 
or Dakota -----— 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Tiinois 
Northern Nebraska 


nd Nevada -- 


Wisconsin - 


Southern : 
thern lifo 

Southern Ginolt Sse 

Southern Nebras. 


Texas ----- 


320,000 
927,000 


$11,090,744.56 ; 


Western $12,164,309 


OPERATING STATEMENT 1955 1956 


Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—Jan. 31 $9,100,000.00 $12,900,000.00 
Rec. Feb. 1—Jan. 31 (with Sundry Sources) _ 8,210,797.87 11,723,379.72 


BUDGET DERICIT, SS : $ 889,202.13 $ 1,176,620.28 E 
- Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer . 


Witness for Christ through regular offerings for the Kingdom 
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THE LUTHERAN WI 


Letters 


kes New Feature 


[ eagerly look forward to reading the 
w feature, “Lutheran Customs.” I cer- 
nly hope that it will promote good litur- 
al practices in our churches. . . . We 
not go to church for just learning, but 
o to worship Him whom we learn about. 


San Angelo, Tex. EpDWarbD J. MANN 
impie Dignity” 

The January 1 issue of the LUTHERAN 
TNEss has on its front cover a picture 
a baptism in Japan. Here is a setting 
beautiful, quiet, and simple dignity. 
ere is no display. The pastor wears the 
ple and unembellished clergy gown; 
| it conservative, if you wish. Some 
uld have us believe that the pastor 
yuld be more brightly gowned in con- 
mity with the happy sentiment of the 
spel. John the Baptist didn’t think so. 
rtainly Jesus could not have appeared 
ich different from John... . The atmos- 
sre of the church is still to “preach 
ventance for the remission of sins.” Re- 
itance comes hard enough even in the 
rk simplicity of the wilderness. Why 
ke it harder yet! Has anyone ever 
icus!y objected to the plain formal dress 
ts worn on special occasions? 


(ReEv.) B. F. BEHRENDS 
Prince George, British Columbia 


le New WITNESS? 


Personally I cannot agree with all the 
‘orable comments on the “new WIT- 
ss.” : 
[t would be of interest to know just how 
ny of the subscribers read it from cover 
cover. Instead of increasing its size, it 
ght be well to consider reducing it and 
n encourage our people to read it from 
yer to cover. 
The arrangement is fine. The illustra- 
ns are attractive, but some of the ar- 
les are too long for our television age. 
(Rev.) O. W. WEHRMANN 
Scribner, Nebr. 


ianks from a Walther Leaguer 


[ know the Eastern District Walther 
ague as much as myself would like to 
nk you for the amount of space you 
ye devoted to the Walther League in 
ir last issue. 
This gives us a great feeling of belong- 
Yes, belonging to something big! 
t a one-page spread is all that it takes 
the Walther Leaguers to get some first- 
nd information and to realize what a 
Badextul association the League is. 
Doris BONHAG 
Secretary, Eastern District 
Baltimore, Md. 


ot the Effort” 


ongratulations! The new LUTHERAN 
NESS represents a tremendous stride 
ard. It seems to say to the eye: 
ad! It must be worth the effort.” 
ay you also continue to spell out the 
ines so dear to our church. 

(Rev.) ARTHUR J. DOEGE 
ineola, L.I., N. Y. 


Letters to this department must be signed. 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent. 


. Cherish” 


There are so many fine improvements 
in the format of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
since the beginning of the year that we 
desire to express a “hearty thank-you.” 
We enjoy all parts of the WITNEss, and 
we especially cherish the sections on 
“Lutheran Customs” and “What’s the 
Answer?” 


Columbus, Ind. 


TENIOY~..; 


(REv.) V. PAUL HEINE 


“Laboratory of Epiphany” 


“Here in our Lutheran churches of 
Hawaii I see a laboratory of Epiphany,” 
said Rev. Luther A. Schuessler of Chicago, 
at a meeting of the Lutheran Mission 
Council of Hawaii in Honolulu. 

The term was used because in our Ha- 
waiian Lutheran churches the truth of 
Epiphany that Christ was manifested to 
the world to be the Savior of all men of 
all races is being taught and applied. 
Caucasian, Oriental, Polynesian, and Ne- 
gro kneel together before the same altar. 

Pastor Schuessler said that the example 
of race integration is an inspiration for 
him, because his own congregation in 
downtown Chicago is now in the process 
of opening its doors to people of every 
race. 

Hawaiian Lutherans, he said, are point- 
ing the way for Lutherans on the mainland. 


(Rev.) N. V. ABBOTT 
Christ Lutheran Church 
Hilo, Hawaii 


“Spread the News” 


We congratulate you on the enlarged 
and improved LUTHERAN WITNESS. The 
format is quite striking. All of the articles 
and the features are most informative. 
This newly enlarged WITNEss will do much 
to spread the news of our Synod’s work 
to all of our people. 


(Rev.) PHIL. MUELLER 
Huron, S. Dak. 


Missionary Potential of Women 


Would you please write an article or 
two on the contribution that women can 
make in spreading the Gospel of Christ 
and how the church’s organizations can 
develop and use that contribution? It 
would be easier for local societies to vital- 
ize their programs if the official organ of 
the church would make it absolutely clear 
that this is desirable. 

Our ladies represent a tremendous mis- 
sionary potential which has barely been 
touched. Even the most conscientious 
mothers and wives come into contact with 
more people than most of our grand- 
mothers did. Many of us have husbands 
who are home only a small part of every 
day; therefore the privilege of directing 
our children’s lives and encouraging them 
to enter Christian vocations is largely ours. 
Those of us who did not become Chris- 
tians until later in life must try to reach 
our husbands and loved ones with the Gos- 
pel, at the same time explaining to family 
and friends why we believe what we be- 
liéve, sa-. 

There are new members who come to 
our meetings so thrilled with their new 
faith, hoping to find encouragement and 
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Names will be withheld upon request. 


The opinions expressed 


help from ladies stronger in the faith, and 
who, after a few months, are quite con- 
tent to stay at home because they have 
not found what they are seeking. 


Indiana N.N. 


“Continue to Be Amazed” 


I am so impressed with the January 15 
issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS that I feel 
compelled to write you. 

I have looked forward to “the new 
look” promised us by the editors, and you 
have certainly come through with flying 
colors. I like the new material and visual 
format. We now have an attractive and 
interesting magazine, arranged in a man- 
ner that invites readership. 

The lead article on page 3 was of con- 
siderable interest to me since I am an 
artist. The project described seems to be 
a step in the right direction of re-focusing 
attention of the public to an art form that 
can be a forceful “witness” of our faith. 
I have been in advertising and the graphic 
arts for about 14 years, and I continue to 
be amazed, with Mr. Reinhardt, at the 
tons of trite and insincere art foisted on 
devoted people everywhere. There are ex- 
ceptions, true, but the great majority of 
“art” printed leaves much to be desired — 
from the standpoint of creativity, crafts- 
manship, and expression. 


Wausau, Wis. JAMES W. ROGERS 


Shares WITNESS With 
Non-Lutherans 


It is with pleasure that I share the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS with non-Lutherans. 
Thanks for this very interesting and in- 
spiring publication. The paper used does 
justice to the pictures, for quality means 
much to the eye of the reader. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. WILMA REITER 


“Too Long” or “Too Short’? 


My real peeve —I do not find such a 
noun in my dictionary —is the omission 
of the Lebenslauf at streamlined funeral 
services. However, since conversation of 
church people often discusses the “too 
long” or the “too shortened” worship ex- 
ercise, the mention of the “quickie” may 
make some of us think. Many of us have 
preached too-long sermons and then still 
added synodical budget statistics — mostly 
deficit reports — before dismissing the 
congregation. But will this 15-minute wor- 
ship on Sundays really edify the church”? 

People named the short service “the 
quickie.” It came to us from a large 


Sr Olea (Rev.) G. H. Biar 
Nashville, Tenn. 


“Many Good Things” 


Missing a copy of the WITNEss is al- 
most like missing an interesting letter; 
there are so many good things in the WIT- 
NEss that one really can’t afford to pass 
over a Single article. 

Please also include information about 
the work of women’s organizations in our 
churches. 

Mr. AND Mrs. J. W. ELLSWoRTH 

Maple Heights, Ohio 
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Your Children... 


will grow in Christian understanding, 
faith, and character . . . 
will enjoy family devotions based on... 


UTTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


LOR PLEA LE LSE S REAP IEPA 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


6W1055, LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD, 
by Jahsmann and Simon @ $3.00 


Trenclosepin. ae a 
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When your children ask questions, share 
their thoughts with you, and find the daily 
Bible lessons in the home interesting — 
that’s when family devotions become 
meaningful, and real learning takes place. 

This is what you can look forward to 
in basing family devotions on LITTLE 
VISITS WITH GOD, the new book aimed 
directly at stimulating devotional readings 
and conversations in families with chil- 
dren. The devotional readings begin with 
a story or question in every youngster’s 
life — stories about a sick pet, a quarrel- 
some playmate, with questions such as 
“What does God look like?” — simple Bible 
teachings that give God’s answers to their 
experiences and problems. 


B, 


LITTLE visits WITH GOD 


fen ALT 


By Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin P. Simon 


Each devotion — and there are 200 in 
all — also contains a Scripture verse to re- 
member, some questions for conversation, 
a Bible reading for mom and dad and the 
older children, and a prayer for the whole 
family. One hundred and thirty- -four de- 
lightful illustrations by Francis Hook en- 
rich the book. 

The book is ideal for parents who want 
to bring up their children in the nurture 
of the Lord. It lends itself to total family 
participation even where the children are 
small. Older children will enjoy reading 
LITILE-VISITSAW1Ith. COD. 


304 pages, 648%. 134 illustrations 


Full-color cloth cover and jacket 
$3.00. Order No.6W1055 


